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Visual paradoxes:

http://dragon.uml.edu/psych/illusion.html 

http://www.123opticalillusions.com/ 
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Max Wertheimer (1880-1943): A brief biographical sketch 
Max Wertheimer was born in Prague in 1880. He studied under the direction of Oswald Külpe in Würtzburg; he obtained his Ph.D. in 1904. Wertheimer taught at the university at Frankfurt. There he met Koffka and Köhler, and their professional relationships resulted in a very productive scholarship. Wertheimer conducted experiments on the perception of motion, publishing his famous research on the phi-phenomenon (in which particular patterns of blinking lights give rise to the impressions of motion) in 1912. This was one of the earliest publications related to Gestalt theory. During World War I he was working on war-related projects and, in particular, on sonic submarine detection. He moved to Berlin in 1916 where he remained the late 1920s cooperating closely with Wolfgang Köhler, director of the Institute of Psychology. In 1929 Wertheimer returned to Frankfurt as a full professor. With the rise of the Nazis in Germany, Wertheimer was forced to move to the United States in 1933. He began to work the New School for Social Research in New York. He died there in 1943. His book, Productive Thinking was published after his death in 1945 (it was re-issued again in 1959). He was very informal with students, approachable and easy in relations with his colleagues. As some joked, he did not appear as a “classic” German professor: formal, dry, and incomprehensible. 
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Kurt Koffka (1886-1941): A brief biographical sketch

Kurt Koffka was born in Berlin, Germany, in 1886 in the family of a lawyer. Koffka studied philosophy at the University of Berlin. At the age of 18 he went to the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. Koffka completed his doctoral research back in Berlin; his topic was related to musical perception and visual rhythms. Carl Stumpf, a major German experimental psychologist at that time, was one of his teachers.  When Koffka moved to the University of Freiburg in 1909, he became an assistant to Oswald Külpe. In 1914, Koffka began clinical-psychological studies of patients with brain traumas. Koffka published a major work in 1921, in which he introduced the Gestalt approach to developmental psychology. In 1922, he published his first English-language paper, on Gestalt theories of perception, in Psychological Bulletin. Soon, Koffka was invited to lecture in the United States. He spent 1924-1925 as a visiting professor at Cornell University and 1926-1927 at the University of Wisconsin. In 1927, he moved to Smith College in Massachusetts. In 1939, as a visiting professor at Oxford, he worked with patients at the Military Hospital for Head Injuries. Although heart disease began to restrict his activities, Koffka continued teaching at Smith until a few days before his death in 1941. His marital life deserves mentioning: he married his first wife, Mira Klein, divorced her in 1923 and then married again a year later; yet he divorced her again and married his second wife, Elisabeth Ahlgrimm in 1928. 
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Wolfgang Köhler (1887-1967): A biographical sketch

Wolfgang Köhler was born in Reval, now is Tallinn (Estonia). He studied at Tübingen, Bonn, and ultimately, Berlin, where he earned his Ph. D. under Carl Stumpf’s supervision in 1909. In Berlin, he also studied with the famed physicist, and developer of quantum theory, Max Planck. In Frankfurt, Köhler met Max Wertheimer and Kurt Koffka. In 1913 he moved to the island of Teneriffe (off the northwestern coast of Africa) to study ape cognition. World War I prevented his return to Germany until 1920. His book The Mentality of Apes was a major result of his work on the island. He moved to the United States in 1934, where he took up an appointment at Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania. He published several more books, including The Place of Value in a World of Facts (1938), Dynamics in Psychology (1939), and Gestalt psychology (1947). With the deaths of Wertheimer and Koffka, he became the primary voice of Gestalt psychology after World War II. He was elected President of the American Psychological Association in 1956.
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Kurt Lewin (1890-1947): A brief biographical sketch

Kurt Lewin was born in Germany in a small town near Posen (today it is Poznań, a city in western Poland). He served in World War I, was wounded, and finished his education at the University of Berlin in 1916. He obtained a doctoral degree and Carl Stumpf was his academic mentor. He pursued many research goals including behavioral studies, Marxist theory, and Gestalt psychology. In 1933 Lewin visited Japan and, on the way back, spent a few days in the Soviet Union. At that time, the political situation in Germany was getting increasingly worse. The Nazi party had openly declared anti-Semitic policies and now began to purge the Jews from public offices and universities. Many psychologists in Moscow suggested to Lewin to stay in the Soviet Union and work there, but he chose the United States. Among his supporters were several top American psychologists. But even with such support, he could secure only temporary employment. 

In the United States, he worked at several universities including Cornell, University of Iowa, and MIT, where he was in charge of the Center for Group Dynamics. Lewin attracted many students and graduate students from different parts of the world, including the United States and Japan. Lewin authored over 80 articles and eight books on a wide range of issues in psychology. 

