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Edward Thorndike (1874-1949): A brief biographical sketch
Born in Massachusetts, Edward Thorndike graduated from Wesleyan University (B.A. 1895), and Harvard (M.A. 1897), and Columbia University where he took his Ph.D. After getting into a graduate program at Columbia University, Thorndike studied a wide range of subjects including philosophy, psychology, anthropology, and education. He had a long career in psychology lasting more than 50 years. He spent 40 years at Columbia University in New York. His interests, besides psychology, included math, statistics, animal behavior, education, learning, skill measurement, linguistics, and several other subjects. He was an influential figure in American psychology. In 1912 he was President of the American Psychological Association; later he served as President of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (1934). His bibliography contains more than 500 published items.
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Ivan P. Pavlov (1849-1936): A brief biographical sketch
Ivan Pavlov was born in Ryazan, a large provincial Russian city not far from Moscow, in the family of a Russian Orthodox priest. After graduating from a theological seminary he declined a religious career and decided to study science and biology. He moved to St. Petersburg University, the top Russian school in the capital city. His life was associated with this city until his last days. After graduating from the university with a gold medal in 1875 he continued his studies at the Medical-Surgical Academy to become a doctor. He began his research on digestion. He designed the method of “fake feeding” in which he showed his skills as a researcher and scientist by inserting fistulas and collecting secretion from pancreatic and later in other glands, which were taking part in digestion of animals. Soon he, a faculty member in the Military Medical Academy, became the leading specialist in the physiology of digestion discovering the previously unknown work of the glands. His international popularity grew. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1904. The significance of his research may be illustrated by the simple fact that other yearly Nobel Prize awards in the early 1900s were given to researchers who discovered treatments against diphtheria, malaria, lupus, and tuberculosis. Reaching world recognition, Pavlov remained humble as a person (yet he was a tough and even authoritarian as a researcher and supervisor). He continued his relentless research in the fields of the physiology of the nervous system. He died at the age of 86 suffering from pneumonia. Until his very last days he was of good health, working, writing, and managing scores of research projects. He believed he would live until 100 and always told people who asked him to start his memoirs that it was too early for him to write them.
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Pavlov's research and popular culture 
We use the phrase “Pavlov's dog” to describe someone who is being researched or studied carefully: a friend, a student, or a contractor. Psychologists use the phrase a “tower of silence” (an official Pavlov’s term to describe the quietness of one of his facilities) to describe a quite workplace. Pavlov’s conditioning theory was a major theme in Aldous Huxley’s novel, Brave New World, and also to a large degree in Thomas Pynchon’s Gravity's Rainbow. Mikhail Bulgakov, the celebrated Russian playwright wrote his famous The Dog’s Heart about a man with a transplanted dog’s heart; this book was partially inspired by Pavlov’s research. 
Read about Aldous Huxley’s novel, Brave New World: 

http://www.huxley.net/ 
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Vladimir M. Bekhterev (1857-1927): A brief biographical sketch  
Vladimir Bekhterev was born on January 20th, 1857 in a village four hundred miles away from Moscow in the family of a local government employee. Since his early teens, Bekhterev dreamed about becoming a scientist or a doctor. He was just 16 when he passed the exams for the Military Medical and Surgical Academy in St. Petersburg. After graduating in 1878 he was assigned to a position at a psychiatric clinic. During his 1884 fellowship abroad, Bekhterev visited Germany and France. He met with the famous Charcot in Paris who gave him a personal tour around the clinic(this duty was usually given to Charcot’s assistants(and conducted a hypnotic session. After Bekhterev returned from the trip abroad in 1884, he was offered professorship at the Emperor’s Kazan University at the Department of Mental Diseases. Right from the start of his career Bekhterev had a reputation of a talented researcher and skilled organizer. He founded several scientific societies and journals. In 1886, Bekhterev started the first Russian psychological experimental laboratory. He moved to St.Petersburg (the Russian capital) and received a position at the prestigious Military Medical Academy. In 1887 he became head of the Department of Psychiatry at the Women’s Medical Institute, one of the first institutions of higher learning that began to admit women. 

Bekhterev’s enthusiasm and passion as a scientist were not confined in the walls of his research laboratories or classrooms. He organized an anthropological expedition to the Russian Far North to study mental illness in local populations. He donated money to orphanages, helped homeless children, served as a court expert, and published articles in popular journals. Bekhterev did not leave the country even after the civil turmoil of 1917, and later, during the particularly difficult years of the Civil War, exodus of university professors, and disappearance of many research and educational institutions.

Overall, Bekhterev has written approximately 600 works including books, research articles, reports, testimonies, and essays in various fields of medicine, physiology, anatomy, education, psychology, and sociology. He worked almost 16 hours a day, taught classes, hosted seminars, treated patients, and conducted experiments.  
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John Watson (1878-1958): A brief biographical sketch     
John Watson was born in South Carolina and grew as a bright but rebellious young man. He attended Furman University, a small Baptist school (his graduating class had 22 students), which he graduated from in 1899 with a Master of Arts degree. He believed he did not learn much calling his college years “a prolongation of infancy.” He wanted to study further and chose University of Chicago for his graduate program. He paid for his tuition by working as a janitor and waiter on campus. After a period of hesitation, Watson made a decision to get a Ph.D. in psychology. His mentor, James Angell, ignited Watson’s interest in animal and comparative psychology. Another influential figure in his early career was Jacques Loeb. Watson received a Ph.D. degree in psychology in 1903 and was hired as an instructor in experimental Psychology with responsibilities to conduct animal research. Never shy about his desire for a higher pay, Watson moved to Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, where he was offered a higher academic position and a better salary. He began to work under James Baldwin, a top psychologist of that time, a cofounder of a Psychological Review an authoritative professional journal. Unfortunately, Baldwin had to resign from his posts because of a scandal associated with his alleged sexual misconduct. The young John Watson suddenly found self in charge of psychological studies at Johns Hopkins with an influential journal under his supervision. 

At that time (1913-1914) Watson began to formulate the main ideas of behaviorism. His 1914 book was an expansion of a series of lectures at Columbia University given a year earlier. The first chapter is Psychology as the Behaviorist Views It, is a somewhat different version of his famous 1913 article from the Psychological Review. In 1915 he became president of the American Psychological Association. He also opened a psychological laboratory at Johns Hopkins Medical School. During World War I he served in the military as a research psychologist and was even sent to Europe briefly. Soon after he was discharged, he published Psychology from a Standpoint of a Behaviorist, which was translated in many languages. It became one of the most popular psychology books ever.  His popularity and authority grew. Yet the infamous love affair with his graduate student and the messy divorce that followed, forced him to resign under tremendous pressure from the university authorities. 

Like Pavlov, Watson was frequently confrontational with his colleagues and inflexible in his judgments. However, many psychologists liked his honesty. To them, he was a great scientist. Therefore, the news about John Watson’s divorce and his resignation from Johns Hopkins received mixed responses. Some expressed outrage over his immoral behavior. Many others, including Thorndike, believed that his research career should be spared and that he should have been given a chance to continue as a professor. The resignation of Watson did not bring behaviorism down, although it was a setback. Behaviorism was already facing serious criticisms internationally and the “demise” of its leader was a significant event. 

Watson moved to the advertisement business and remained there until his retirement. He continued to do research and taught occasionally in New York, but most of his publications at that time have been in popular magazines. His books, Behaviorism and the Psychological care of Infant and Child, became a significant market success. 


At the end of his life, he virtually isolated himself on a small farm, apparently enjoying seclusion and being pleasantly surprised to learn about the remarkable attention his works received from the followers and critics.
Page 268

List of items published by John Watson in the Newsletter by J. Walter Thompson Company

What Cigarette Are You Smoking and Why? 1922 July.
Are Booklets Read and Kept? 1922 September.
Advertising By Radio, 1923 May.

Thinking as Viewed By the Behaviorists, 1927 February.

Personality and the Choice of Personnel (II): The Behaviorist Looks at Personality, 1927 March.

Personality and the Choice of Personnel (II): Can Psychology Help in the Selection of Personnel? 1927 April.
Just a Piece of Key Copy, 1929 August.

Source: Inventory of the J. Walter Thompson Company. Newsletter Collection, 1910-2005
