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Thales: A brief biographical sketch
Thales (624-547 BC) was born in the southern Ionian port Miletus, a large political and trade center. Residents of this city settled new colonies in areas hundreds of miles away and maintained commercial ties with many places including North Africa. Famous personalities lived in this city that was often dubbed the birthplace of Greek philosophy. We learn about Thales views from the often-fragmented statements written by other philosophers, including Aristotle and Plato. Thales was a scientist interested in almost everything. He investigated philosophy, history, science, mathematics, engineering, geography, and politics. He proposed theories to explain many of the events of nature: the primary substance, the support of the earth, and the cause of change. He was described as a pragmatic person who was able, for instance, to use his knowledge about agriculture and weather to make successful business investments. The stories portray him as both a practical man and unsophisticated dreamer. 
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Confucius: Read about his life (approx. 551-479 BC) and works:
http://www.iep.utm.edu/confuciu/
http://www.sacklunch.net/biography/C/Confucius.html
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/confucius/
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Ibn Sina (Avicenna). Read about his life (980–1037) and works: http://www.muslimphilosophy.com/sina/default.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02157a.htm
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An exercise. Guess who made these statements about human psychology and behavior. Ancient Greek philosophers produce remarkably accurate observations of human actions, motivation, and experience. Their remarks often resemble the conclusions made by many contemporary psychological studies and reflect on quite modern debates in psychology and social sciences. Below you will find twelve statements (quotations). The statements belong to either “the Greeks”: Democritus, Aristotle, Plato, Socrates, Epicurus, or to our “contemporaries”: Sigmund Freud, Friedrich Nietzsche, William James, B. F. Skinner, Karl Jung, Stanley Milgram. Could you match each of these statements with the group to which their author belongs (Greeks and the contemporaries)? How many accurate answers did you give?

1. A great many people think they are thinking when they are merely re-arranging their prejudices.

2. Liars when they speak the truth are not believed.

3. The disappearance of a sense of responsibility is the most far-reaching consequence of submission to authority.

4. It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.

Pleasure is the beginning and the end of living happily.
5. In large states public education will always be mediocre, for the same reason that in large kitchens the cooking is usually bad.

6. Where love rules, there is no will to power, and where power predominates, love is lacking. The one is the shadow of the other.

7. Good people do not need laws to tell them to act responsibly, while bad people will find a way around the laws
8. I have found little that is "good" about human beings on the whole. In my experience most of them are trash, no matter whether they publicly subscribe to this or that ethical doctrine or to none at all. That is something that you cannot say aloud, or perhaps even think.

9. Do not do to others what angers you if done to you by others

10. Society attacks early, when the individual is helpless.
11. Pleasure is the beginning and the end of living happily.

12. Word is a shadow of deed.
Answers: 
1. William James   2. Aristotle   3. Stanley Milgram   4. Aristotle  5. Friedrich Nietzsche   6. K. Jung

7. Plato  8. Sigmund Freud  9. Socrates   10. B. F. Skinner   11. Epicurus  12. Democritus
