
5.1
Active Reading: 

Burns and Sinfield Grid

This is a downloadable and printable version of the grid to help you organize 
your reading and writing processes.

Essay topic:

Author/Title of reading/Contents (Reference)

Why am I reading 
this?

What am I looking 
for?

●	 Evidence
●	 Arguments
●	 Other material
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How will I use the 
information?

Where will I use the 
information?

Which bit of my 
assignment will it 
help me with?

How will I know 
when I have what I 
need?

Adapted from: Burns, T. and Sinfield, S. (2008) Essential Study Skills, 
London/Thousand Oaks, Sage, p. 159.
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