Chapter 12. Politics and Economics: Penetrating Power and Privilege

and economic system in a society determines who has
the power to plan for the future and who has access to
resources. (See pp. ___–___.)
•

Three types of economic systems—market, planned,
and mixed—can be found in industrial societies, each
with its own set of pros and cons. (See pp. ___–___.)

•

At the macro level, nation-states have emerged only in
the past four or five centuries as part of modernity. (See
pp. ___–___.)

•

At the global level, issues of power, access to resources,
alienation, and ideology shape economic policies, war,
terrorism, and the prospects for lives of peace and prosperity for citizens around the planet. (See pp. ___–___.)

Discussion Questions
1. As you were growing up, did your parents encourage
you to try to influence your local community or society?
Why or why not? Was their perspective on power more
like the pluralist or the elite theoretical perspective?
Explain. How have their views about power influenced
your own?
2. Is your family of origin part of what William G. Domhoff
refers to as the “power elite”? What makes you think so?
Are you a member of the power elite? Why or why not?
If you are not, what do you think your chances are of
becoming a member of the power elite? Why?

3. Do you think that large corporations have undue influence over the U.S. government? Why or why not?
4. If you had the choice, would you rather live in a society
with a planned/centralized or a market/capitalist economic system? Why?
5. How do conflict theorists explain terrorism? Do you
agree? Why or why not? How would you suggest the
U.S. government try to stem terrorism? What theoretical perspective do you think is most helpful in terms of
understanding and dealing with terrorism? Why?

Contributing to Our Social World: What Can We Do?
At the Local Level
•• Consider getting involved in the student government
on your campus. If you would like to see something
changed on your campus, establish relationships with
key administrators and organize other students. Consider running for a leadership position in a student club
or the student government association. Doing so will
help you to learn how to gain and use power (the ability
to act) and learn the basic principles of the democratic
process.
•• Model legislature or Model UN programs can be found on
most campuses, and are usually administered through
the department of political science. Consider joining
yours and gain valuable knowledge and skills in debating and governing.
•• Arrange a campus visit by a local political candidate or office
holder. This could be done through a sociology club. It
would be especially appropriate to have the visitor discuss the political system as a social institution.

At the Organizational or Institutional Level
•• Government internships. Consider doing an internship in
your state/provincial legislature (www.ncsl.org/legislativestaff.aspx?tabs=856,33,816) or in Congress (www.senate
.gov/reference/Index/Employment.htm and www.house
.gov/content/educate/internships.php) with a state/pro
vincial legislator, the governor’s office (Google “governor’s

office,” “internship,” and the name of your state), or
a court judge (Google “court judge,” the name of your
district, and “internship”).
•• Special-interest parties. Become involved in a specialinterest political group such as the Green Party (www
.gp.org), the Libertarian Party (www.lp.org), the Socialist Party (www.sp-usa.org), the Tea Party (www.teaparty
.org), Occupy Together (www.occupytogether.org), or
any number of others.

At the National and Global Levels
•• Internships at the White House or one of the executive
offices, such as the Departments of State, Agriculture,
Commerce, and so on. You can learn about the White
House internship program and how to apply at www
.whitehouse.gov/about/internships. Google the name of
a cabinet office to obtain contact information for the
other executive offices.
•• Several agencies of the United Nations hire interns. The
general contact for relevant information is www.un.org/
Depts/OHRM/sds/internsh.
Visit www.sagepub.com/oswcondensed3e for
online activities, sample tests, and other helpful
information. Select “Chapter 12: Politics and
Economics” for chapter-specific activities.
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