Chapter 10

Field Exercise

Instructions: Using an event in the media or your own experience in your community, describe an issue currently being discussed and the power relationships involved. Write a paper describing the issue, answering the questions below. Some examples of issues include: a school levy on the upcoming ballot, a zoning or land use issue, neighborhood organizing issues, or social service advocacy around a particular program or community needs. You can also use Table 10.1, the Power Analysis Chart, to complete this assignment.

Questions:

1. Who are the players in the scenario you describe? Identify both internal and external stakeholders.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who has power? What is their self-interest?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who needs power? What is their self-interest?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. If you were the consensus organizer working with the resident or citizen group in your scenario, how would you build power?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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