Worksheet 6.1 Community Analysis Step One—Community History, Culture, and Characteristics
	Instructions: Select a neighborhood (one you live and/or work in). What knowledge do you have about the neighborhood? What areas do you still want to learn about? Please complete the following table and describe something you know about the neighborhood’s history and characteristics and what you would still like to know. Name of Neighborhood: _______________________________________________ 

	History, Culture, & Characteristics 
	Describe one fact about this neighborhood regarding the following areas: 
	Describe something you would still like to learn about this neighborhood: 

	Neighborhood history, such as:
· What is the history of the neighborhood?
· What are some of the strengths and challenges it has faced?
· How has the neighborhood changed over time? 
	
	

	Current residents, such as:
· How many people live in the neighborhood?
· What are their ages?
· Are there many children? Elderly?
· What is the racial or ethnic composition of the neighborhood? 
	
	

	Physical conditions, such as:
· What is the vacancy rate for housing?
· What is the percentage of renter-versus owner-occupied housing?
· What does the community look like?
· Are there parks or other areas for recreation? 
	
	

	Economic Conditions
· What is the unemployment rate?
· Where do people work?
· What is their average income?
· Is there a business district? What types of businesses are located there? Are they owned or run by residents?
· Is there a large employer in the area? How many residents work there? 
	
	

	Social Conditions
· How well do people know each other?
· What clubs and activities do people participate in?
· Are there places where people gather? Where are they?
· Is there a sense of community? 
	
	

	Political Conditions
· Do people vote?
· What party do they belong to?
· Who are the local, state, and national representatives for the area? How responsive are they to local concerns? 
	
	

	You can find some of the above information at the following locations:

· City or county planning departments, local libraries, organizations, chambers of commerce

· U.S. Census Bureau, community and organizational Web sites

· Interviews with community residents, businesses, organizations, and agencies

· Walking and windshield surveys




