Chapter 6

In-Class Exercise

In-Class Exercise: Getting Started on Step One of the Community Analysis

Instructions: Select a community that you are familiar with (e.g., the neighborhood you grew up in, the one where you live or work now). Use Worksheet 6.1 to start thinking about what you already know about the community, and what you would still like to learn about. Approach this exercise as if you were a consensus organizer who was recently hired to work in this community. Afterwards, answer and discuss the following questions in a large group.
1. What aspects of your community are you most familiar with? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you still want to learn? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Where and how would you gather information about your community? What steps would you take?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. Why do you think the information gathered in Step One of the community analysis is important for community organizing? How would you use this information?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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