Chapter 6

Field Exercise

Instructions: For this field assignment, select a neighborhood in which you will conduct an actual community analysis, and subsequently work with residents to design a consensus organizing intervention. You will use the same neighborhood to complete Steps Two and Three of the community analysis in field exercises in Chapters 7 and 8. Potential neighborhoods could include:

· the neighborhood where you are doing an internship or field placement,

· the neighborhood where you live and/or volunteer,

· a neighborhood where your employer is located or provides services,

· a neighborhood in which you currently work, and

· a neighborhood you are interested in learning more about.

At this stage of the community analysis, gather census data, information on community resources, and historical information. In addition, conduct both a “walking” and a “windshield” survey of the targeted neighborhood. For the walking survey, choose a location that is an active area of the community (e.g., preferably a business district) and walk through the area during the daylight hours. For the windshield survey, drive through the community and get a visual picture of the community. Create your own tables to present the demographic information from the census data comparing the data over time (e.g., the year 2005 with 1995). Use Tables 6.1, 6.2, and 6.3 to assist you in conducting this step of the community analysis.

Suggestions for Students

Students completing this assignment could use it for a number of purposes, including:

· To assist your field or internship agency to reach out to a neighborhood they currently work in, and/or a new neighborhood to develop and/or expand programs and services

· To assist a community organization located in the target neighborhood to reach out to the community to engage new members

· To become involved in a neighborhood organization located in your own community.
Suggestions for Practitioners

Practitioners could use this assignment for a number of purposes, including: 
· to develop community-based programs in the neighborhoods you are already working in,

· to engage and develop relationships in a new neighborhood, and

· to expand current programs in existing and new neighborhoods.
Use the following questions to write up an overall summary of your findings, including:

1. What tentative inferences or conclusions can you draw from the information you have gathered so far?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How does the factual data (i.e., census data) compare with what you observed?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What do you think are the potential strengths of the community?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What are some of the issues that residents and other community stakeholders might want to address?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. Are there important institutions or organizations that you should consider in addressing community problems? If so, which ones? What makes these institutions important?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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