Chapter 4

Field Exercise

Instructions: Identify and research a community organizing effort in your community. If you are unable to identify a community organizing effort, identify an initiative designed to improve low-income communities. Examples include: crime prevention programs, comprehensive planning efforts, advocacy campaigns around specific issues, affordable housing initiatives, or community development efforts. You can research community organizing and improvement efforts on local government and community organization Web sites and in local newspapers.
Answer the Following Questions and Be Prepared to Share Your Observations in Class:

1. What issue, challenge, or problem did the program, initiative, or effort attempt to address?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Did the effort include any of the nine steps of consensus organizing? If so, which ones?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What roles did residents have in the initiative or effort you identified? How were these roles similar to and/or different from the roles they might play in a consensus organizing effort?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What were the tangible results? How were these results similar to and/or different from the intended results of a consensus organizing effort?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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