Gordon Biddle, Early Childhood Education


Workshop Format

Resources and Materials

Samples of computer games for each age group ( infant/toddler, preschool, and early elementary) or brochures about games and list of games for each age group, Power point or overheads, a computer and projector to demonstrate portions of some of the computer games from each age group

Ice Breaker Activity
Discussion about educational computer games for young children.

Question 1 - How many of you were born before the age of computer games for young children?

Question 2 - How many of you were born after the age of computer games for young children?

Question 3 - How have computer games for young children changed their educational experience?

Question 4 - How many of you have never seen an educational computer game for children as young as 18 or 24 months?

Question 5 - How many of you have seen educational computer games for children of this age group?

Question 6 - For those of you who are familiar with them, what is your general impression of their age appropriateness and effectiveness?   

Introduction To Workshop Activities
The purpose/objective of the workshop is to teach parents and community members developmentally appropriate practice when it comes to choosing and using educational DVD’s for young children.  The workshop presenter will introduce NAEYC guidelines concerning technology and young children.  The presenter will also introduce certain DVD products that are developmentally appropriate for toddlers, preschoolers, and early elementary school children.

Discussion of Topic
Ask participants if they agree with the workshop objective.  Ask participants if there is anything else they would like to learn that is related to the topic and write down new objectives if there are any.

Presenter/Participant Guidelines
Ask participants to respect each other and the presenter.

Ask the participants to talk one at a time.

Ask the participants to self-regulate their own behavior and emotions.

Suggested Workshop Activities
Introduce NAEYC and Pediatric Guidelines

Discuss guidelines

Share and demonstrate educational DVD’s that are appropriate for young children at each age group – toddler, preschool, early elementary

Discuss DVD’s

Conduct general question and answer period

Wrap-Up Activity
Restate Objectives and Purpose.
Ask participants which of the DVD’s they would use with their children.

Evaluation/Question and Answers
Ask if objectives and purpose were clear.

Ask if objectives and purpose were learned.

Ask if there are any questions or concerns.

