Gordon Biddle, Early Childhood Education


Workshop Format

Resources and Materials

You will need paper, pencil and several children’s book from different cultures and languages. 

Ice Breaker Activity
Encourage the participants to introduce each other by turning to the person next to them.  The introduction should consist of saying their name, their favorite hobby, and to identify their favorite book. 

Question 1 – How many of you likes to read?

Question 2 – What is your favorite book?

Question 3 – What do you like about that book?

Question 4 – How many of you likes to write?

Question 5 – How many of you are bilingual?

Introduction to Workshop Activities
The purpose/objective of the workshop is to introduce the participants to emergent literacy though activities for vocabulary, curiosity about reading, and visual discrimination. 

Discussion of Topic
Have the participants pick out a children’s book (from different cultures and languages) and have them look at it and read it.  Ask the participants to visually discriminate the direction of the text, e.g., left and right, up and down, top and bottom, likeness and differences.  

Presenter/Participant Guidelines 

Ask the participants to share the books and explain their visual discrimination of text.

Ask the participants to be aware of the print and the pictures in the book.

Suggested Workshop Activities

Read –aloud is an activity where teachers read a book aloud to the whole class.  Reading aloud to the whole class allows children to see the appropriate reading behaviors and reading strategies.  It further allows children to be exposed to different genres and literary styles.  Children have the opportunity to hear the teacher reading aloud with proper fluency, rhythm, and intonation. 

Wrap-Up Activity

Provide the participants plenty of time for using books and for writing.  Participants will need time to browse, to flop through a book; to let their thoughts wander as they reflect on the culturally and linguistically different storyline. Also allow them to retell the tale to others.  

Evaluation/Question and Answers

Allow participants to ask questions though out the workshop.

Evaluate the outcomes of the objectives by asking what they learned.
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