Gordon Biddle, Early Childhood Education


Workshop Format

Workshop Resources/Materials
· Some handouts on specific guidance strategies from this textbook.

· Some handouts with three scenarios or case studies with real children behaving inappropriately and in need of guidance.  There should be one scenario for each early childhood phase (infant/toddler, preschool, early elementary).

Icebreaker or Connecting Activity
Ask the participants to raise their hands if their children are perfect angels.  This should get some laughs and chuckles.  Ask them to think about a time when they were trying to discipline their young children, but did not know what to do?  Have them to write down and describe their child’s behavior, how they as parents felt, what they did, and how the child behaved afterwards.  Then have a few people share their experiences with the group.

Discussion of Topic
Elicit participants’ interests and learning objectives for the workshop and write them down.  Some possible objectives include; learn some specific guidance strategies, apply guidance strategies to real-life, learn how to react to inappropriate behavior of young children.

Presenter/Participant Guidelines
Work with participants to develop rules for participation in the workshop.  Ask them to respect each other and the presenter.  Ask participants to talk one at a time.  Ask participants to be polite and listen closely.  Ask participants to self-regulate their own behavior.

Workshop Activities

Define and describe the different guidance strategies.  Have participants see if they can relate to some of the specific strategies.  Ask is they have used some of the strategies and what was the outcome of that strategy use.  The introduce the three scenarios or case studies and have participants decide which specific guidance strategy/strategies they would use.  Discussion and debate may happen here, because participants may not agree.  As the workshop leader, give your suggestions about which specific strategy/strategies will work for each scenario of case study.

Wrap-up Activity
Revisit objectives and purpose and ask if they were met.  Ask participants to think back to the beginning discussions of guidance.  Ask participants if they would do anything differently to guide the children’s behavior now that they have had the workshop.

Evaluation/Question and Answers
Ask if objectives and purpose were clear.  Ask if objectives and purpose were learned.  Ask for questions or concerns.
