Gordon Biddle, Early Childhood Education


Workshop Format

Workshop Resources/Materials
· Article: Murawaski, W. W. (2012). 10 Tips for Using Co-Planning Time More Efficiently. Teaching Exceptional Children, 44(4), pp. 8-15.

· Handouts that have two real case studies to allow participants to work collaboratively to create an inclusive classroom for two children with special needs.

· The IEP written for a Kindergarten child.

· The IEP written for a preschool, 4-year-old child.

Icebreaker of Connecting Activity

Provide the following prompt to the participants: What are the elements that make you comfortable with colleagues in your work situation? Form groups of five, select a recorder, and generate ideas.  Select one of the ideas from each group to share out to the whole group. 

Discussion of Topic

Discuss the participant responses to the prompt about the important elements to working collaboratively with colleagues. Have a few participants share his or her successful collaboration experience.  Have some participants discuss the challenges to successful collaboration and problem solving.

Presenter/Participant Guidelines

Inform the participants that they are all part of a community of learners. Establish clear expectations and responsibilities. Provide opportunities for collaboration. Provide adequate time for discussions and completing tasks. Provide opportunities to work on hands-on tasks. Have participants socially construct knowledge.

Workshop Activities
1. Provide an overview of children with exceptional needs in early care and education, as well as the role of the regular and special education teachers in helping ensure the educational success of children with special needs in inclusive classrooms.

2. Have participants read the article in dyads and then discuss the 10 tips for using co-planning time more efficiently.  

3. Have participants review the IEP for each child.

4. Have the participants apply the reading to create planning time to collaborate more efficiently.

5. Each dyad presents one case study to the whole group.


Wrap-Up Activity 


Have the participants engage in a “Snowball” activity.  Each participant writes something that they have learned from the workshops on a piece of paper but do not write their name on it.  Participants stand in a circle, crumble their paper and throw it in the circle.  Each participant reaches for one paper or “snowball.” The content of each paper is read out loud.  


Evaluation/Questions and Answers

Ask if there are any questions and problem solve the answers as a group. Have participants fill out evaluations.
