Gordon Biddle, Early Childhood Education


Workshop Format
Workshop Resources/Materials
· Some handouts that have the first three stages of Piaget's cognitive development theory labeled and described.

· Some handouts that have two scenarios or case studies with real children behaving in a manner that illustrates one of the stages.

· A list with description of commonly used assessments of cognitive development and commonly used assessments of intelligence.

· A list of experts in the area who assess young children's intelligence and cognitive development.

Ice Breaker or Connecting Activity

Have the participants talk about general intelligence.  You can ask about whether intelligence is an entity or whether it is related to effort.  You can ask about the different types of intelligence and which one is most helpful in life.

Discussion of Topic
Elicit participants' interests and learning objectives for the workshop and write them down.  Some possible objectives include learning how to assess your child's cognitive development and intelligence, knowing when to consult a professional, knowing when your child may have a delay in development, realizing that development happens within a wide range of normality.

Presenter/Participant Guidelines
Work with participants to develop rules for participation in the workshop.  Some suggested guidelines are as a follows; Be respectful of each other; Be polite and a good listener; Recognize that this topic may be uncomfortable for some people.

Workshop Activities
Go through and define and describe each of the first three stages of Piaget's theory.  Have participants relate each stage to some of their real-life experience.  Have participants draw a picture to illustrate each stage and share it with their neighbors.  Then describe the scenarios or case studies and have participants evaluate the children in the scenarios and determine their developmental stage.  Discuss developmental ranges and developmental delays.  Discuss when bringing in an expert may be necessary.

Wrap-Up Activity

Revisit workshop objectives and ask each participant if the objectives were met.  Have them think about the stage in which the young children in their life are currently.  Ask them about where the children are in terms of range and developmental delays.

Evaluation/Question and Answers
Ask if there are any questions.  Ask if any clarification is needed. Ask about each objective and whether it was met or not.
