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Reading and Discussion Questions – Chapter 9
End-of-Chapter Questions in The Group in Society
1. What are some qualities that distinguish the support group from the other group archetypes? Why does modern society rely so heavily on this particular form of social-psychological support?

2. When other members of a group display strong emotions, what are your typical responses? In what groups are you comfortable showing your feelings or speaking with passion?

Additional Questions

1. What kind of emotional behavior do you see in groups you are part of?  

· How do you, and other group members, respond to emotional behavior?  

· To what extent are these responses non-conscious?

2. Are some emotions more helpful for groups than others?  Why? How can the concepts explained in this chapter address the difference between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ emotional behavior in groups?  

3. What do you think about the author’s statement that some kinds of game playing can be a form of “cultural resistance” (see page 162)?  

· What are some examples of groups that you know of that could potentially fit this description?

· How do you think the rise of online multi-player games influences this?

4. Given your own experiences in groups, what kind of group assignments and interactions do you think improve your own learning?  How well do the statements about collaborative learning (pages 164-166) fit with your experiences?

