1

Reading and Discussion Questions – Chapter 8
End-of-Chapter Questions in The Group in Society
1. How often do you observe norms being violated in groups to which you belong? What are the consequences of violating those norms?

2. We often carry multiple social identities with us wherever we go. Take an inventory of your social identities. For each identity, identify the group context, if any, in which it becomes most salient to you.

Additional Questions
1. Do you agree that the consciousness-raising (CR) group is a “contested” archetype?  Does it still have cultural relevance?

· Think about some groups that you have been part of that helped shape the way you think about who you are today (potential examples include families, sports teams, church groups,  fraternities/sororities, community or activist organizations, etc.).  

· What made these groups important to your own identity?

· Do these groups have anything in common with CR groups?  If so, what?

2. What is the difference between group norms and group member roles?  What is an example of a norm that is important in a group you are part of? How does your group influence members to adhere to that norm?

3. How well do the socialization paths described in Figure 8.1 fit with your own experiences in groups?

4. Does your family have any stories or inside jokes that are told over and over again?  Does this happen in your group of friends or in some other group you are part of?  

· What happens when group members share these stories or jokes?  How do other people respond?

· How well does the discussion of symbolic convergence fit with your experience?

