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Reading and Discussion Questions – Chapter 10
End-of-Chapter Questions in The Group in Society
1. Whether you had thought of them as such, are there any social movements to which you might belong? For instance, are there any ways in which you join with others in promoting society to change its prevailing attitudes or behaviors? What roles do small groups play in this effort?

2. The discussion of Figure 10.3 addresses only some of the plausible connections among key concepts in small-group research. Identify at least one other such connection, using the variables listed in the figure or others from previous chapters that were not included in this particular graphic.

Additional Questions

1. What lessons can you extract from your author’s embedded system framework approach throughout this textbook? How does this approach inform your knowledge of small group communication?

2. Why did the small group meetings in East Germany lead people to resist, rather than support, the government?  

· What group processes have we discussed in this class that can help explain this outcome of group interaction?

· What practical knowledge can we gain from this example?  How should this practical knowledge be used? In other words, what are the ethical implications of this practical knowledge?

3. What kinds of groups are you in (or do you know of) that help people feel connected to their communities?  What is unique about these groups? 

4. Why are the social aspects of deliberation (depicted in Figure 10.1) important?  

· What would it be like to be in a conversation that met all the analytic criteria, but didn’t have the social processes?  Would that ever be appropriate?  If so, when? 

· What would it be like to be in a conversation that emphasized all the social aspects, but not the analytic processes?  Would that ever be appropriate?  If so, when?

5. What do you think of the possible paths that are depicted in Figure 10.2?  

· How many of the group archetypes are ones that you have experienced first-hand? 

· If you had to draw a path of your own group-life, what would it look like?

6. What lessons can you extract from the summary embedded system framework in Figure 10.3? How does this approach inform your knowledge of small group communication?

