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Reading and Discussion Questions – Chapter 1
End-of-Chapter Questions in The Group in Society
1. What groups have you belonged to over the course of your life? What groups do you currently belong to? What specific characteristics made/make those groups a “small group”?
2. At this point in your life, what is the most important group to which you belong? What might be the most fruitful approach to studying and understanding that group? As you reflect on this group, what patterns of behavior might the investigators uncover?
Additional Questions
1. Why does Gastil argue that copresence is a better way to understand group boundaries than limiting the number of people in a group?  Do you agree?  Why or why not?
2. How does online communication influence the way people think about group membership and copresence?  How do you know if you are part of a group online? Can you be copresent with someone in a group if they are on the other side of the world?  What if they are not online at the same time that you are?  Are they still part of your group? 
3. Group scholars argue that one important feature of groups is that members are interdependent.  What does this mean?  How are you interdependent with members of your family?  What about members of a work group?  A sports team? How can interdependence lead to problems for a group?
4. Discuss Table 1.1 (criteria for evaluating an empirical social scientific theory).  Why are each of these criteria important?  What would be problematic about a theory that met all of the criteria except for validity?  What about clarity or logical coherence?  What about falsifiability?  

