Duck/McMahan: Communication in Everyday Life


Chapter 3: Nonverbal Communication

Internet Activities
1. Deception Detection: Search for “to tell the truth gameshow” on www.youtube.com – there are several videos to choose from. Ask students to watch one that is edited to be relatively short (6-8 minutes isn’t bad), and make sure to pause the clip before it is revealed who is telling the truth. Have students vote for who it is they think is the truth teller and ask them what nonverbal cues they believe showed honesty and dishonesty. Then play the rest of the clip and discuss what nonverbal cues we believe show honesty and deception and how we are often times wrong about them!

2. Physical Appearance and Attractiveness: Research has shown that digitally averaged faces are rated as more attractive than the faces that went into the composite face. Show students how this works and ask them to rate the attractiveness of the individual and the average faces at: www.faceresearch.org/tech/demos/average
3. Vocalics and Accent: This website is an incredible resource for discussing the importance of accents to perception. You can click almost anywhere on the map and hear audio clips of speakers with distinct accents reading the same paragraphs. You can have students close their eyes or turn their backs while you click, then have them write down adjectives to describe the speaker – great for getting at stereotyped accents!

http://accent.gmu.edu/browse_atlas.php
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