Duck/McMahan: Communication in Everyday Life




Chapter 14: Public Communication and Personal Influence
Audio/Video Clips

1. The following commercial for the Christian Children’s Fund is similar to others by the same and other charities. It is a classic example of pathos arguments and the use of guilt in persuasion. Students can examine the various methods of appealing to the audience’s emotions, the assumption of the audience’s attitudes, values, and beliefs, and the issue of whether guilt is enough to spur action.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcBLYxCzFgw&feature=PlayList&p=9D2CB91B59AB2C74&playnext=1&playnext_from=PL&index=6


2. To Kill a Mockingbird is a film centering around the rape trial of a black man in Alabama in the 1930s. In the scene in the following clip, the man’s lawyer, Atticus Finch, provides the closing arguments to a hostile audience. Finch must convince the racist and angry audience that his client is innocent of the charges in a way that will force them to confront their deeply held attitudes, beliefs and values. The scene is an excellent example of how public speaker’s must speak to their audience’s perspectives, even when challenging them.
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/MovieSpeeches/moviespeechtokillamockingbird.html
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