Duck/McMahan: Communication in Everyday Life

Chapter 6: Talk and Interpersonal Relationships

Audio/Video Clips

1. In this brilliantly acted scene two people who are secretly in love with one another but each afraid to tell the other come very close to intimacy but cannot bring themselves to make the right move.  Notice how the scene appears to be about what is inside a book, but it is metaphorically about the inside of each other’s character and soul and how they are each unable to open up like a book to the other person. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OF3tJnk79Tk  
Painful and yet true to life in so many ways, isn’t it?

2. In this scene from Groundhog Day Bill Murray finds out Andie McDowell’s preferences for men.  Later in the film as Groundhog Day comes round again and again he uses this information to become like her perfect man: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZHMJ3W2jco  
If only life were that simple.

3. In this clip a man talks about the power issues involved between men and women when one makes the other wait or cancels appointments.  Is he being sexist or are his observations useful?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_bRhdWz1qY
4. Dan and Sally

As you read Chapter Six, think about how the talk between Dan and Sally. What specific issues do you think Dan and Sally need to work on regarding the talk in their relationship? Are they sharing information? How is interpretation working in their talk? How can you apply the construction of meaning model to their talk?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZqbNc_ASZE
5. Handling Dialectical Tensions

Your textbook introduces the concept of dialectical tensions. This video expands our knowledge of how these dialectical tensions work and offers some strategies for dealing with these tensions. As you watch and listen, think about how you deal, in your relationships, with the issues of openness-privacy and autonomy-connectedness. Do you tell your relationship partners everything or do you maintain a degree of privacy about some information/ DO you want to always be with your relationship partners or do you like to have some our your own time and space? How do you negotiate these tensions? 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtKLPb5a6gs
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