Duck/McMahan: Communication in Everyday Life

Chapter 4: Listening 
Audio/Video Clips
1. The National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation present Poetry Out Loud, a national recitation contest for high school students.  Go to their site and watch and listen to the award-winning poems performed by high school students.  Listen at least twice to a given poem to discern the ways listening creates a sensory experience.

www.poetryoutloud.org/poems/videos.html
2. Listening for Enjoyment and Appreciation

Duck and McMahan suggest in Chapter Four that we can listen for enjoyment and appreciation. We often listen to music, television, film and other entertainment media, but how many of truly look to the natural world around us and listen for enjoyment and for appreciation? This video provides some insights into what types of sounds surround us daily and that we often overlook. After watching the video, make a list with three columns: Enjoyment-Appreciation-Enjoyment/Appreciation.

Excluding the examples in the video, what sorts of sounds surround YOU daily? Focus on as many as you can over a twenty-four hour period (especially those that you don’t usually attend to regularly).  As you think of these sounds, write them into the appropriate columns. For example, if you encounter a particular bird species singing as you walk between classes, toy might find that sound to be enjoyable. Or, you hear a breeze whistle between two buildings on campus or near home, and appreciate the beauty of that natural sound.

Finally, as you complete the 24-hours, begin to think about how you can learn to enjoy and appreciate the conversations you have with friends, classmates, and family. How can you compare the enjoyment and appreciation of the sounds of nature with the enjoyment and appreciation of those conversations with people around you?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wUjOyolvBU
3. Listening in Close Relationships

Many of us have been told during our lives that telling the truth is the key to a successful relationship. Unfortunately, we often filter some of what we hear, based on our perceptions of the relationship.

Listen to this brief video and pay particular attention to the notions of listening in the relationship and honesty. Then, review the section in your textbook regarding relational listening. How do you receive messages? Do you ask yourself the questions in this section of the text? How can you tie together what the speakers in the video say with the material on relational listening in your textbook?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWzmuv89jJQ
4. Being Attentive 

It may sound simple, but listening involves being attentive, as noted in this video. Think about the simple tip that is offered. Why do you think this tip is an important part of effective listening (rather than just hearing)?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=la4y4T-VDLQ&NR=1
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