Duck/McMahan: Communication in Everyday Life

Chapter 2: Verbal Communication

Audio/Video Clips

1.  See how much of this video you can understand when someone speaks what sounds a bit like English but is in fact a made up language.  He is telling the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2iD-oNqD_I&feature=related 

2. A classic British comedy sketch that illustrates polysemy in spoken language:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MadRUqMvm9c&feature=related 

3. This Victor Borge routine is kind of funny but might be difficult to understand because of his accent, but you will soon get the idea even though the subtitles are no help.  Basically he adds one to every syllable that sounds like a number, so “Fortunately” becomes “FiveThreeNinely”, “Anyone for tennis?”  becomes “Anytwo five Elevennis?”and so on. How do you manage to work back quickly to the words he should be using?  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YY6kElOYcd8 

4. The Relationship Aspect of Communication

As you watch this video, think about how Zach does and does not take into consideration the relationship aspect of verbal communication when interviewing each of his subjects. With what people do you tend to take more care in considering the relationship aspect of communication in your life? With whom do you tend pay less attention to the relationship aspect of communication? How do you account for these differences?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNm_6myHBxQ&NR=1
5. Narratives in Life

Review the definition of narrative from the Duck and McMahan textbook, then, as you watch this video, note how the narratives are organized. Consider family narratives you have heard in your life and how you think of different family members by the narratives they have told during your lifetime. What narratives might you be telling to those in your circle of friends or your family? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E68yahKvqH0&feature=related
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