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Chapter 1:  History and Definitions of Family Violence

Lecture Outline

I.
Introduction of Family Violence 

a.
Definitions & Statistics

i.
Intrafamilial Non-Fatal Abuse

ii.
Intrafamilial Fatal Abuse

1.
Combined homicide-suicide

b.
Why Families Are Violent

i.
Structural Factors

1.
Time together

2.
Power differentials

ii.
Idealization of Families

1.
Parental rights

2.
Parental control

3.
Assumption to act in the best interest of family members

4.
Cultural traditions

5.
Right to privacy and autonomy

iii.
Family Norms


1.
Physical punishment

iv.
Social Tolerance of Violence

1.
Society’s acceptance

2.
Society’s encouragement

3.
Society’s glorification of violence

4.
Spill over effect—media’s influence on violence in a home

5.
Social learning—learning through observation

v.
Social Acceptance of Violence

1.
Anti-woman bias in polls

vi.
Cultural Factors

1.
Acceptance vs. condemnation of violence

2.
Male dominance

vii.
Individual Factors

1.
Mental illness/disorder—DSM diagnosis

2.
Individual differences—jealousy, anger

3.
Levels of attachment—affection bond between caregivers and children, then later between partners… disruptions in attachment create intense emotional dependence

II.
Discovering Family Violence

a.
How Family Violence Was Discovered

i.
Historical Shift—recent focus has shifted from a collective social violence, to interpersonal violence

1.
Increased coverage in media

2.
Academic community acceptance

3.
Amount of research increased publications in multiple fields

4.
Social movement of organizations and federal agencies increased advances in the field

5.
International treaties included human rights protection

a.
1989: UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

b.
1994: UN Elimination of Violence Again Women—rejected cultural relativism stating that all UN member countries must eliminate practices permitting abuse of women and children

6.
Challenges:

a.
Theorizing hasn’t kept pace with increase in research

b.
Progress in practice is extremely low

ii.
Children’s Human Rights

1.
Seen through family law

2.
Children need more protection of property rights and custodial decisions

iii.
Women’s Human Rights


1.
Improvement in status of women is slow internationally

iv.
Social Constructionism

1.
Process by which social conditions become social problems based upon societal reactions

a.
Individual citizens

b.
Religious groups

c.
Social movement organizations

d.
Political interest groups

e.
Media

v.
Claims-making

1.
“Moral entrepreneurs”

2.
Individuals and groups expressing distress or anger (social reaction) about a condition they see as objectionable (social definition) that leads to a more general acknowledgement by society (social problem)

3.
The “winner” of the debate among cultural differences defines “the truth”

b.
When Family Violence Was Discovered

i.
IPV

1.
1848: Women’s Rights Convention—insisted for all rights and privileges of US citizen status

2.
1920: 19th Amendment to US Constitution—women’s right to vote

3.
WWII: women joining labor force

4.
1960’s: women’s rights and feminist movement

5.
1965: Supreme Court—access to birth control

6.
Current: focus on subordination and victimization of women within the family

ii.
Battered Women

1.
Early laws to 1960’s: despite attempts to acknowledge abuse, advocates were viewed as “too radical and antifamily”

2.
1971: England created Chiswick Women’s Aid, 1st shelter for battered women

3.
1974: “Scream Quietly or the Neighbors Will Hear” by Erin Pizzey, Chiswick’s founder

4.
1970’s: US created National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, National Organization for Victim Assistance, National Council on Child Abuse and Family Violence

iii.
Marital Rape

1.
1700: marital exemption law—marriage is a contractual consent to sexual intercourse 

2.
1993: laws against marital rape are in all 50 states

iv.
Dating Violence

1.
1981: study showing similarities between victimization of women in dating relationships and in marital relationships mean both are violence against women


a.
Created educational programs in schools

v.
Sexual Assault

1.
1980’s: studied date rape

2.
Current: trend towards elimination of term “rape” and movement towards “sexual assault”

vi.
Stalking

1.
1990’s: 1st acknowledged and defined as visual or physical proximity, non-consensual communication, and/or threats causing fear in a reasonable person

2.
Current: criminal offense in all 50 states

3.
Current: cyber stalking

vii.
Elder Abuse

1.
1962: must provide protective services to older adults or persons with disabilities

2.
1974: APS instituted in all states

3.
1981: 1st research on elder abuse

4.
1989: 1st scholarly journal

5.
2003: Elder Justice Coalition

6.
2006: inaugural Elder Abuse Awareness Day June 15

viii.
Battered Men

1.
1970’s to Current: debate on subject of actual power, self defense, or fear

2.
Not considered a social problem based on survey numbers

3.
Coercive control is performed by both sexes

ix.
Co-Occurrence of Child Maltreatment & Marital Violence

1.
One or both adult partners are abusive towards each other and also their child(ren)

2.
Current: research shows interventions must address the problems jointly, organizations are altering their approaches

x.
International & Understudied Groups

1.
Important Terms

a.
Human rights violations—oppression of women and children around the world

b.
Customary laws—customs that predate international legal reform and are still widely observed

2.
Cross-cultural family abuse


a.
Diversity and discrepancy of definitions across cultures

3.
Immigrant family violence

a.
May be especially vulnerable because they are more likely to be socially isolated, economically dependent on spouse, live in poverty, and/or use physical punishment in discipline

b.
Need culturally competent counselors, tools translated, and program expansion aimed at minorities

4.
Violence among ethnic and racial minorities

a.
Findings are mixed due to:

i.
Police bias

ii.
Demographic and SES factors

iii.
Combining data from several ethnic groups

iv.
Faults in research tools

v.
Lack of knowledge of racism experiences

5.
Violence between gay and lesbian partners

a.
1990’s: 1st studied

b.
Showed violence rates are similar to heterosexual partner violence, but forms vary with more injuries and more homicide brutality

6.
Abuse of disabled intimates

a.
Limited research

b.
Prevalence is unknown, but rates are theorized to be higher than non-disabled victims

7.
Religious diversity

a.
Challenges

i.
Power given to men

ii.
Rigid gender roles

iii.
Religious freedom

iv.
Emphasis on parental rights

v.
Rejection of modern medicine

vi.
Condemnation o homosexuality

b.
Strengths


i.
Victims state spiritual belies to be beneficial to coping with abuse

8.
Abuse of rural residents

a.
Isolated

b.
More patriarchal social order

c.
Greater gun use

d.
Inadequate criminal justice response

e.
Lack of transportation, technology, legal aid, or support

9.
Abuse among military intimates

a.
Emphasis and training in weapons and killing

b.
Some commanders hamper efforts to identify problems

III.
Defining Family Violence

a.
Definitions of Family Violence

i.
Family—shift from immediate family members to intimate partners/very close personal relationships

ii.
Violence—range between failing to include maltreatment, neglect or control to possible over-defining to include spanking

iii.
Violent behavior—physical, sexual, or threats of physical or sexual assault

iv.
Abusive behavior—3 violent behaviors, plus psychological and/or emotional abuse

v.
Legal definitions

1.
focus on injury outcome, not perpetrator actions

2.
only account for single incidents

3.
don’t consider disparities between gender

b.
Costs of Family Violence

i.
Medical 

ii.
Mental health Homelessness and welfare 

iii.
Criminal justice system

iv.
PTO in jobs

v.
Societal productivity loss

IV.
Practice, Policy, & Prevention Issues

a.
Prevention—designed to stop family violence before it occurs

i.
Family Support & Training Programs

ii.
School-based Programs

iii.
Community Awareness Campaigns


b.
Intervention—responds to family violence after it occurs

i.
Legal

1.
Mandatory reporting laws

a.
CPS

b.
APS

c.
Some IPV

2.
Mandatory arrest laws

a.
No-drop prosecution—requires prosecutors to move forward with criminal proceedings even if the victim has recanted

3.
Criminal sanctions

4.
Restraining orders

ii.
Child Protection

1.
Family Preservation—intensive in-home help

a.
financial management

b.
nonviolent discipline

c.
anger management

d.
education

2.
Foster care


a.
high rates of maltreatment

3.
Adoption

iii.
Rehabilitation

1.
Treating Offenders

a.
Court-ordered group counseling

b.
Dual diagnosis

c.
Medicalization vs. punishment

2.
Treating Victims

a.
Medical

b.
Mental health

c.
Social support

iv.
Shelters & Hotlines

1.
Services

a.
Crisis housing

b.
Counseling

c.
Social support groups

d.
Childcare

e.
Economic support

f.
Job training, legal assistance

2.
1994: Violence Against Women Act—National Domestic Violence Hotline

v.
Coordinated Community Responses

1.
Types

a.
Educational campaigns

b.
In-home visitations

c.
School-based education

d.
Treatment programs for victims and offenders

e.
Mandated parent education

2.
1980: Domestic Abuse Intervention Project, “Duluth Model”—police, lawyers, judges coordinated responses to perpetrators and in protecting victims

V.
Myths About Family Violence

a.
It’s uncommon

b.
It only happens to the poor

c.
Abused children always become abused or abusive adults

d.
Battered women ask for it

e.
It sometimes just happens

f.
Minor acts are inconsequential

g.
Alcohol and/or drugs cause violence

h.
Date rape victims deserve it

i.
Coercive sexual contact isn’t damaging

j.
I’d leave
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