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Chapter 12: Abuse of Elderly and Disabled Persons 
Discussion Questions
1. Discuss how different cultures view their elderly (are they considered a burden? Highly respected?) Compare cultures and discuss your findings. 

2. Do you think elder abuse is committed more by adult victims of child abuse or by adults who have poor coping skills for dealing with the stress of caring for an elderly adult? Explain your response. 

3. Is the rate of elder abuse in the United States increasing or decreasing?  What is the evidence? 

4. Discuss the terms sandwich generation and the 36-hour day. What do they mean and how do they impact caregivers? 

5. Being a full time caregiver can be very stressful for an adult child. What are some recommendations you would give to a client who is part of the sandwich generation? 

6. Discuss signs and symptoms of elder abuse.

7. Discuss the risk factors among caregivers. 

8. How does the abuse of elder persons differ from that of disabled persons?


9. Discuss the age, gender, and race compositions of elders who have been abused.


10. Have criminal justice responses to elder abuse been effective? Why or why not?


11. Describe the issues medical personnel face when determining whether to report elder abuse.


12. What are some of the current strategies used to prevent elder abuse?

