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Chapter 11: Adult Intimate Partner Violence: Practice, Policy, and Prevention 
 
Discussion Questions
 

1. What services do you believe are not helpful to a battered woman? Explain your response. 

2. As a shelter counselor/worker how important is it to know about attachment theory? How does this theory apply to the victim and the batterer? 

3. Empowerment involves gaining power and taking action. As a shelter worker how would you educate women about empowerment without maximizing trauma?

4. Should doctors in every setting be mandated to report IPV? Should corporations be mandated to assist MFIPV victims? Why or why not?

5. What is the Duluth treatment model and would you choose it if you had control over treatment options in a BIP? Why do some experts criticize the Duluth model?  Is the model evidence-based?  Are there any better treatments?

6. Are batterer treatment programs effective? Why or why not?  What are the two biggest problems in assessing batterer treatment effectiveness? Do outcome research studies capture treatment effectiveness?   What factors predict re-assault? 

7. Describe one MFIPV prevention program that you think might be most worthwhile and explain your choice.

8. Why would increasing court involvement in MFIPV work to reduce recidivism? Do batterers need medications? 

9. What are the major problems in treating FMIPV perpetrators?

10. Discuss how a helping professional can break cultural barriers that may prevent service delivery to immigrants and other marginalized groups. 

11. If you were a battered woman living in a rural area, what would your gravest concerns be?  List some policy changes needed to assist women in these communities. 

12. What practice and policy changes are needed to assist same-sex victims of IPV?
13. What are military organizations doing to combat IPV?  What special problems beset military batterers? 

 


