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 Chapter 9: Abusive Heterosexual Partners: Primarily Males 
 
Discussion Questions
 

1. Do you believe that batterers want to stop their battering?  Explain your response. 

2. What types of behaviors typify psychological/emotional MFIPV?  Do you think it would harm you more to be slightly pushed a couple of times a week or to be humiliated or degraded once or twice a week? 

3. According to the text, “some scholars have suggested that male IVP perpetrators engage in intimate partner aggression because they suffer from low self-esteem.”  What are your thoughts on the correlation of male IVP and low self-esteem? 

4. What are your attitudes toward MFIPV perpetrators?  Are your beliefs and attitudes similar to those held by the public at large?

5. Are batterers a homogeneous lot of men?  What evidence can you present to substantiate your opinion?

6. If you are a woman, think of an important man in your life (i.e. father, brother, significant other, etc.).  Rate which personality trait he has that is most similar to that of a batterer.  As a man, which batterer trait is most characteristic of you?

7. Can empathy be taught to perpetrators of male IPV?  Would it be helpful if possible? Explain your response. 

8. If you or your partner is abusive, is the cause most likely alcohol misuse? Why or why not?

9. Is it an exaggeration to say that a small percentage of IPV-involved individuals are          female?

10. Discuss your thoughts on why some couples can quarrel and resolve an issue while another couple can quarrel and it results in physical abuse.  


