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Chapter 8: Abused Heterosexual Partners: Primarily Females

Discussion Questions

 
1. Why do you believe that society blames women for staying in abuse relationships instead of addressing the perpetrators behavior? Whom should society blame for violence in a relationship?
2. Why is a battered woman’s fear such a crucial factor in all aspects of her life?  Do battered men experience an equivalent amount of fear?

3. Abused women suffer from a number of long term affects living with a batterer, such as stress, PTSD, physical injuries, health problems, and issues with everyday coping.  Discuss how this can affect a mother’s ability to parent. 

4. How do faith leaders and their congregants fail to support battered women?

5. Why are victims’ styles of coping with the violence so detrimental to the victim?              How might you respond to a battered woman friend who told you she did all she could to avoid IPV situations?

6. Are battered women helpless or rather remarkable survivors of abuse?  Explain your answer.

7. Discuss the consequences of suffering a head injury as a result of being in an abusive relationship.  How will this affect other areas of a victim’s life?

8. Why are battered women frequently unemployed?  Do they deserve welfare assistance?

9. What is wrong with the criminal justice system’s response to battered women?   What factors may play a role in the system’s responses? What do you think may be the weakest link in the system?

10. If you were a battered woman or were trying to help a battered friend, what factors might enable you (her) to stay in the relationship and what factors might compel you (her) to leave? Would you tell your friend she should simply leave? Why or why not?
11. There are many emotional factors making it hard for battered women to leave.  Of these factors, which factor would be most influential in your decision making if you were the battered woman?

12. What is your reaction to claims by men that they are being battered?


