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Chapter 7: Dating Aggression, Sexual Assault, and Stalking

Discussion Questions

 
1. Is alcohol misuse an issue on your school campus? (If unknown, have students explore ways to find this information and then to share with the class.)

2. In a relationship where there is dating violence do you question why the couples stay together? Why do they stay together or why do they break up?

3. Is DV usually reciprocal? What are the consequences of dating violence? Are the consequences of DV gender equivalent?

4. Can relationship control ever be a good thing? Why or why not?

5. Thoroughly discuss attachment.  What is adult attachment to a dating partner? What types are there? Why are 3 of the 4 types unhealthy? Why is one’s attachment pattern so crucial in DV?

6. For the purposes of data gathering, the FBI defined rape narrowly. With the narrow definition, rape in same-sex relationships is overlooked.  How would you address this in your social work practice? 

7. How personality traits such as jealousy, hypermasculinity, and anger impact the various forms of interpersonal violence.  Are either you or your partner jealous?  Is jealousy in a relationship helpful or harmful?

8. Evaluate college prevention programs for DV, sexual assault, and stalking. Have you ever attended such a program and if so, was it helpful?

9. How do you think you would respond to rape if attacked? What is the best approach for women to take when encountering a rape attempt? 

10. Male victims of rape are often overlooked by medical professionals and law enforcement officers. Give examples of what happens with police personnel and doctors and explain why.

11. What do stalking victims often do in response to stalking? What are some of the methods stalkers use to stalk their victims? What percentage of stalkers appears to be mentally ill or have a personality disorder?

12. Discuss accepted rape myths and how they may impact a victim’s willingness to contact law enforcement. 

 


