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Chapter 6: Abused and Abusive Adolescents
Discussion Questions
1. Is there a need to study adolescents separate from children or adults?  

2. How do parents neglect and/or abuse their adolescent children? Are adolescents adversely affected by neglect or physical abuse? Explain.

3. What are the characteristic of children who abuse their parents?  What can parents do if they are being abused by their teenagers? How much of the homicide problem arises from parricides?

4. What causes adolescent homelessness?  

5. Why might it be difficult to recognize sibling abuse?  How would you respond to a client who tells you that one of her children is abusing another child in the family?
6. Discuss the sexual abuse of adolescents. Who is most likely to sexually abuse an adolescent? Who within a family/stepfamily is most likely to commit incest? 

7. Why is it important for society to help teen mothers? How can society help teen mothers?

8. Why do adolescents become abusive within and outside the family? Should parents be held responsible for their adolescent’s violent behavior?  Why or why not. Explain your answer.
9. What are the special problems of GLBT youth in regard to dating violence?

10. Adolescents are bombarded daily with violence in the form of music videos, video games, movies and television.  Should the media be held responsible for an adolescent who “acts out” and then blames their behavior on what they heard in a song, saw in a video game or saw on TV?  Explain your response. Does exposure to sexual activities via the media impact adolescents’ behavior?

11. What has society done to address the problems of dating violence and sexual assault by an adolescent? What more should be done to curb these problems?

12. What is wrong with the functioning of the juvenile justice system?  Why would elected legislators vote for processing juveniles in adult courts?

13. Compare and contrast schoolyard bullying with cyber bullying.

14. Define revictimization and explain why it is so crucial to reducing violence across the lifespan.

