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Chapter 5: Child Sexual Abuse
Discussion Questions
1. How should child sexual abuse (CSA) be defined?  Give examples of various types of definitions. How does CSA differ from normal touching?

2. Discuss how cultures may impact acceptable nudity in front of children. 

3. Discuss the various factors that impact a child’s disclosure of CSA.  Why do you think males are more reluctant than females to report sexual abuse? 
4. Describe the repressed memory syndrome.  How does its postulation affect legal processing of CSA claims?

5. Describe the various official government monitoring systems for estimating the prevalence of CSA. How have researchers assessed adult’s self-report recollections of CSA?

6. How do CSA victims react to CSA? Do they blame the perpetrators? Why or why not? Which group of individuals most frequently perpetrates CSA?

7. Discuss how child sexual abuse can impact its victims.  How might exposure to pornography impact a child? Why are some children more resilient to the effects of CSA than others?

8. Discuss the indicators of child sexual abuse. Explain why indicators should be interpreted with caution. What is probably the most frequent sign that a child has suffered CSA?  What are the most likely long-term effects of CSA?
9. How do child molesters go about molesting children?  What is grooming?

10. What are the characteristics of CSA perpetrators?  Discuss female CSA perpetrators. Discuss adolescent CSA perpetrators.

11. List some of the treatments for CSA victims and whether they are effective.

12. List some of the treatment options for CSA offenders and whether they are effective. Do you favor life imprisonment for CSA offenders?  Explain your answer.

13. Why is interviewing CSA victims such a problem and what can be done to lessen the burden placed on children?

14. Are school programs effective in preventing CSA? Be specific in your answer.


