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Chapter 2: Research Methodology, Assessment, and Theories of Family Violence

Discussion Questions

 
1. Do you associate the term violence with fear and control? Why or why not? Should fear and control be part of the meaning of family violence?

2. What are some of the differences between sociological and psychological approaches to the study of family violence?  What is biobehavioral research?  Can genetic research actually contribute to the understanding of family violence?

3. What is the difference between micro- and macro-theory?

4. What are the subcomponents of learning theory?  What are the strengths of learning theory? Is learning theory applicable to every type of family violence?  Why or why not?

5. Which variable may be most highly correlated with family violence: psychopathology, poverty, or alcohol/drug use? Which of these variables is most accessible to societal intervention?

6. Why is violence more acceptable in some culture than others? 

7. What are the differences between official statistics and self-report surveys?

8. Discuss the debate surrounding the use of CTS2 in assessing male-to-female intimate partner violence.
9. What problems do researchers have in collaborating with practitioners and battered women’s advocates?

10. What are some of the actions that policy makers can undertake to reduce family violence?

 


