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Chapter 1: History and Definitions of Family Violence

Discussion Questions

 
1. There are several myths pertaining to family violence such as family violence doesn’t happen in my neighborhood, batterers are usually mentally ill, and drugs and alcohol cause family violence.  Briefly discuss your reaction to these myths and what the actual facts may be. 

2. Why is it so difficult to define family violence? 

3. With all the available information about family violence why do you think abuse still occurs within families?

4. How common is family violence? Why is it hard to determine or detect? Is it a problem in the United States? Is it a problem in the city you live in?

5. “Spare the rod, spoil the child.” Do you agree with this statement? Perhaps you were spanked as a child. Was it appropriate?  Where do we draw the line when it comes to disciplining our children?

6. What factors led to so many misconceptions about rape?  Is it possible to rape a            man?

7. Why is family violence a serious problem, or is it?

8. What role has the international community played in defining human rights?

9. Should society spend its limited funds on treating sex offenders or treating its       victims?

10. What does it mean to “operationalize” a concept such as stalking?


