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Chapter 12: Abuse of Elderly and Disabled Persons 
Case Studies
When Mary turned 86 years old, her daughter, Claire, decided it was time for her to move to a nursing home.  Claire, who is recently divorced with three small children, did not have the energy or resources to take care of her mother.  Mary requires constant attention because she had a tendency to wonder off, leave the water running, forgets to turn off the stove, and once flooded the bathroom.  Mary takes several medications for a variety of aches and pains and trying to keep the medication filled and dispensed was an extra stress that Claire could not deal with.  Reluctantly Mary moved into a nursing home and within a week the nursing home Administrator called Claire to inform her that her mother had fallen out of bed and broke her hip.  Claire went to visit her mother in the hospital and was shocked at what she saw!  Along with the broken hip Mary had a black eye, bruises are both arms, an abrasion on her back and her abdomen was distended.  Claire immediately called the hospital social worker and demanded that the nursing home be investigated for abuse.  Upon review of the injuries the hospital social worker contacted the police and called the Elder Abuse Hotline and reported the nursing home for suspected abuse. 

Questions to Think About:

1. This is a sad and possibly preventable event.  What could have been done to prevent this tragic situation?

2. What do you believe should be done to prevent cases like this from occurring? 

3. What resources could be made available to the family in order to keep Mary in the community? 

***

When Miranda’s Aunt Aubrie fell down and broke her hip, Miranda thought she should invite Aubrie to move in with her because Aunt Aubrie had no children of her own.  Aubrie was grateful and accepted the invitation.  Miranda, who was 22 years old had just graduated from college and had accepted a job in a publishing house.  

At first everything went fairly well, but then Aubrie became incontinent and soiled her sheets nearly every night. Also, Aubrie seemed to become crankier by the day, complaining about everything.  After 8 months, Aubrie became more and more belligerent and took to reaching out to try and slap Miranda.  Miranda really resented being hurt by Aubrie, but she soldiered on. After a day of being slapped a dozen times, Miranda got angry.  When Miranda was walking Aubrie to the bathroom, Aubrie started pulling Miranda’s hair and kicked her.  Miranda lost her temper and pushed Aubrie.  Aubrie fell down and hit her head.  Although Miranda called 911 immediately, Aubrie lapsed into a coma and died within 3 days. 
Questions to Think About:
1. Do you blame Miranda for pushing Aubrie down?

2. Could Miranda have called upon any community resources to help her with Aubrie?
3. Whose responsibility was it to care for Aubrie?  


