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Chapter 10: Abused and Abuse Partners in Understudied Populations: Cross-Cultural, Immigrant/Ethnic/Racial, Rural, Same-Sex, and Military Groups
Case Study 1
At a young age Sue knew that she was different from her friends. She was never attracted to boys and in high school realized that she was attracted to women. She kept this a secret because she knew that because of her strict religious background her parents would be devastated if they knew their daughter was a lesbian. When it was time to apply to college Sue chose to go out of state so she could start a new life away from her family. Sue was accepted to a college out of state, far enough away that her parents could not interfere with her day to day life.
Once in college Sue started a relationship with an older woman. For the first time in her life she felt like herself! When the relationship ended abruptly Sue was devastated. She wanted to call her mother but knew that she would not understand. She felt alone and isolated and had thoughts about moving home.
One night when Sue was out with friends she noticed a young woman, Marsha, staring at her. After a few drinks Sue approached Marsha and they started a conversation that lasted into the early hours of the morning. They started seeing each other on a regular basis and Sue put any thought of returning home out of her mind. After a month she noticed that Marsha was easily irritated and at times would call her names and shove her. One night after they got home from a party Marsha slapped Sue and accused her of flirting with another woman. When Sue denied the accusation Marsha slapped her again and left Sues apartment. The next morning Marsha showed up with coffee and bagels and acted as if nothing happened. Sue wanted to call her mother but was scared that her family would cut her off financially if they knew about her relationship. Sue feels alone and unsure how to end the relationship without upsetting Marsha and risking retaliation.
Questions to think about:

1. What could you say to Sue to let her know that the abuse is not her fault?
2. Abuse is about power and control. What resources could help someone who is in Sue’s situation?
3. Why can’t Sue just go back home to be safe?

Case Study 2

Yvette is a young Columbian women age nineteen. She met Sam while he was on a mission trip with his church. Even though she spoke very little English they fell in love and after only a few months they were married. Sam promised her family that she would have a good life in America and that he would send back money to her family.
When they returned to the states Yvette fell in love with the mountains of Colorado. But soon, life was nothing like the dream Sam had promised her and more importantly her family. Sam owned a small piece of land with a single wide trailer that he shared with his parents. Yvette was expected to care for Sam’s parents and do all the cleaning and cooking. Sam would work all day and when he came home he demanded his dinner and routinely humiliated Yvette in front of his parents. Sam’s parents were elderly and it was obvious they were afraid of their son, who became belligerent after a few cold beers.
Sam did not allow Yvette to go to church, the store, or to meet the neighbors. When she refused sex he would rape her. When she became pregnant, she thought this would make Sam happy, but it only enraged him more. After a severe beating, for not cooking dinner the way he wanted, Yvette had a miscarriage. Sam blamed her for “killing his son” and raped her as his way of punishing her. That night, after everyone was asleep, Yvette snuck out of the trailer and ran to the neighbors and asked that they call the police. The neighbors were surprised when she said she was Sam’s wife. They had no idea she existed.
Questions to think about:

1. What are some of the barriers Yvette faced in her location that might not have existed in an urban setting?

2. Do you think Sam wanted a wife or was more interested in a “maid” to take care of his parents and his needs?
3. Do you believe that Sam loved Yvette?

