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Chapter 8: Abused Heterosexual Partners: Primarily Females
Case Study

Joe and Gwen’s marriage could be described as violent.  During one fit of rage, Joe punched Gwen so hard that he broke her jaw. When Gwen decided to file for divorce she moved in with her parents, where she thought she would be safe from Joe’s violent outbursts and harassment.  Within a week Joe began calling throughout the day, leaving threatening messages on her parent’s phone.  Gwen’s parents took the phone off the hook and soon after that Joe began calling Gwen’s cell phone and when she would not answer he called her mother’s cell phone.  After a week, the calls stopped and Gwen and her family thought that Joe had moved on.  
What they did not realize was that he had taken to standing across the street, watching the house.  When the police were contacted Joe acted innocently, stating that “he wanted his wife back.”  After Gwen’s car was keyed and the tires flattened, the family called the police again.  Joe denied having anything to do with Gwen’s car.  The final straw was when Joe attacked Gwen in the grocery store calling her a “slut and a tramp.”  The police were called and Joe was arrested.  He was sentenced to two years in jail for unlawful harassment and threatening of his estranged wife.   As a precaution Gwen and her family took out a restraining order and installed a security system at their home.  Even though Joe is in jail, Gwen is fearful of leaving the house and constantly tells her parents that if she goes back the harassment will stop.  
Questions to Think About:

1. Do you think a two year sentence is fair?  Why or why not? 

2. What do you think would happen if Gwen went back to Joe, after he gets out of jail?

3. Will Gwen ever be free of Joe’s harassment?

4. What treatment do you recommend for Gwen and her parents?  


