Barnett, Family Violence Across the Lifespan, 3e

Chapter 2: Research Methodology, Assessment, and Theories of Family Violence
Thought Questions
1.  A granting agency is offering funding for a study of the physiological reactions of infants to parents’ quarreling.

a. Researchers in which academic field(s) might want to apply for funding?  Should there be an effort to assemble a multidisciplinary team?

b. Where might the researchers locate potential research subjects?

c. What type of ethical safeguards would they need to undertake?

d. What should the research design entail?

2.   A researcher from the field of criminology is interested in understanding how some teenage boys manage not to become bullies even though all their friends bully their schoolmates nearly every day.

a. As the researcher, would you be most interested in gathering data about the father’s arrest record, the family’s socioeconomic status, or obtaining DNA samples?

b. Would you prefer to study truant boys, incarcerated delinquents, or boys attending a medical clinic?

c. What theoretical formulation would best direct your research?

3.  A researcher desires to study elders in a nursing home.  She wants to study whether wealthier residents get better care than poorer residents. She needs to gain permission from the nursing home’s director.  What can she do to form a collaboration with the director?

a. Should the researcher present the director with a completed research design?  If not, why not?

b. How can the researcher gain data from demented elders? Should she use their data?

c. Should she use interviews or develop a questionnaire?


