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Chapter 1: History and Definitions of Family Violence

Case Study
By 1910, Carol and Sid had been married 7 years. Carol had given birth to 4 children, all girls, and her health was now quite poor. Her blood pressure had risen dangerously during the delivery of her fourth child. Her doctor told her not to have any more children because he was afraid she might die.   Sid was distressed by the news for several reasons.  He wanted to have a son to carry on the family name and he did not want to go without sexual intercourse.  Carol and Sid went to talk about the problem with their priest.  Carol wanted Sid to use condoms or to use some other method of birth control.  The priest advised them against any type of birth control and suggested that the couple no longer have marital relations.  On the other hand, he assured Carol that if she did get pregnant but prayed, God would look out for her and save her.

Questions to Think About

1. What do you think will happen?  Will Carol get pregnant?

2. If Carol does get pregnant, will she consider an abortion? If so what will happen?

3. Suppose Carol reaches term and goes into delivery.  What will happen to her?

4. When Carol decides not to have sex any longer, Sid disagreed, so she decides to get a divorce.  What will the judge decide?


