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Chapter 4: Child Physical Abuse
Activities
In class Student Activities
1. Divide the class into two groups and debate the following: Corporal punishment: is it child abuse? 

2. As a class discuss Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy and discuss the family dynamics believed to be involved.
Individual Activities
1. In your community, are the rates of child physical abuse increasing or decreasing? 

2. Each state and each community has a children’s protective services agency.  Contact the child protective service agency in your community and find out how they prioritize reports of child abuse they receive.  

3. Find some articles on postpartum depression (perhaps medical and criminal) or get another case history and debate the role of doctors and law enforcement in such cases.  Rewrite the laws in your area.  Ask a local faith leader or a nurse what should be done about depressed/psychotic women who have just given birth and hurt their children.

4. Ask to see a principal at a local school and obtain any literature he/she has on bullying

5. Go to a local hospital and see if they have any literature that is routinely given to new parents about shaken baby syndrome.

6. Interview a local faith leader about his views on corporal punishment.


