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Chapter 2: Research Methodology, Assessment, and Theories of Family Violence
Activities
In class Student Activities
1. Have each student bring a media clipping to class that discusses a case of family violence.  Have students break into small groups (3 to 4 students) and have them discuss which theory would best attempt to explain the type of family violence in their media clipping.  

2. Divide the class into two large groups and have them debate the pros and cons of different theories described in Chapter two.  
Individual Activities
1. Before you begin reading Chapter two write down why you believe families are violent.  Then, as you read through the different theories that are discussed in Chapter two reflect on your original thought on why families are violent and see which theory you may agree with.

2. Pick a friend or family member to observe discreetly for one week.  Observe their interactions with others and document any interactions that you believe to be controlling, demeaning, or angry.  Did their behavior surprise you?  Was it unaccepted?  What was your reaction to the behavior you witnessed?

3. Find a short article in an established journal and critique its methodology.

