Barnett, Family Violence Across the Lifespan, 3e

Chapter 1: History and Definitions of Family Violence

Activities
In class Student Activities
1. First day of class ask the students “what makes people violent toward women, children, the elderly, animals, and in dating relationships?   Have students write down their response and then discuss in small groups. 

2. To help student become familiar with family violence in their community, have them bring in two newspaper clippings that have to do with family violence.  Have students break into small groups to share their article and to discuss the prevalence of abuse in their community. 
Individual Activities

1. Make a list of any feelings you might have become aware of as you read about the history of family violence and the difficulty in defining the term family violence. Write a one page reaction to share in a small group activity.  

2. Watch TV or listen to music for an evening and make a list of references to children, women, or the elderly that negate their value.  Do you feel that society either values or devalues certain members of society? 

