Papa: Technology Leadership for School Improvement


Case Study 12.1

Student Learning Outcomes in Technology
As the principal of a magnet school with a specialized curriculum (e.g., art, music, technology, science, bilingual, etc.), you are seeking assessment data on student learning outcomes for your school’s specialty area that is not addressed by your state’s mandated, standardized test. At your opening faculty meeting, you request one grade level professional learning community to volunteer to work with you during the school year to develop a curriculum map and one to two common, summative assessments for the particular set of standards emphasized by the school.
Discussion: Discuss in groups one to two grade-level standards in a particular specialty area, and map those standards to the existing curriculum. How might one use spreadsheet software (available free through Google for Educators, http://www.google.com/educators/, or OpenOffice, http://www.openoffice.org) to create a data reporting guide?

Where and how is each standard addressed through the curriculum?

What standards are not currently addressed by the curriculum? If standards are addressed multiple times, discuss whether the repetition is appropriate or if the standard is being overemphasized.
Activity: Creating a curriculum map for the one to two grade-level standards in the particular specialty area of your school, identify an existing project or performance-based assignment or create one that could be used to collect summative assessment data related to three to five components of the standard(s) selected. What standards are not currently addressed by the curriculum? If standards are addressed multiple times, discuss whether the repetition is appropriate or if the standard is being overemphasized.
Using RubiStar (http://rubistar.4teachers.org/) or another rubric generation tool, develop a rubric aligned to the selected standards. Once you have developed a rubric for collecting data related to the standards you selected, reflect on how the data might be used by and/or communicated to teachers, students, parents, and school administrators.
