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Internet Activities

Chapter 14: The Process of Change: Can We Make a Difference?

Internet Activities
1. Visit the blog of Colin Beavin, a.k.a. “No Impact Man” http://noimpactman.typepad.com/blog/. In the blog, Colin describes his family's plan to do what he can to save the environment. Explore the site and uncover some of the problems and successes that Colin and his family had along the way. Then, select an issue that you feel as passionately about as Colin does about sustainability. Devise a plan for how you can change your life in a way that would work to address this problem. In your plan make sure to state some goals that you would hope to reach and some complications you would expect as well as how you would attempt to overcome them. 

2. Do a general search on the "Environmental Movement" or "Greening" in the 2000s. Define the environmental movement and detail where you think it is in terms of stage and achieving its goals, making sure to site your sources. Then write a short paragraph detailing the Environmental Movement in the 21st century. For this exercise target definitions and explanations. Find, cite and give a synopsis of a current example and conclude with your thoughts. Some possible places to search include: 

Google
The Internet Public Library


 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page" \t "_blank" Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia
Google Scholar  
Your college online library database
3. Go to the Corporation for National and Community Service and http://www.nationalservice.gov/for_individuals/overview/index.asp. Search for a community service program in your neighborhood or community that is for a cause that you support. Then do some research on that organization and write a paragraph about their efforts and how they produce social change in your community.

4. Visit the U.N.'s Social Indicators page at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/socind/default.htm. Select three indicators on the site and write a paragraph on how each resource is distributed across societies in the world.

5. Visit the World Mapper and examine several maps by clicking through the index on the left hand side and selecting maps from the chart in the middle of the window. How did you react to seeing proportional representation of resource distribution? Write a page summary on some maps that you found particularly interesting. In your summary, make sure to include how you think these factors may be addressed by social change. 

6. Visit the social organizing site Idealist. While there, search for jobs, volunteer organizations, internships, organizations, and programs in your area or in the closest major metropolitan area. Make a list of the social issues that seem most pressing to individuals and organizations in your area. For each issue, make notes about why you believe the issue is particularly important in your social context. Then, identify the various ways people are attempting to address the problem and note whether they are working to address the issue on a micro, meso, or macro level. In your opinion, which level is it most important to address the issue on? Explain.
7. 
Decide which environmental issue discussed in class and your text is the most pressing in your opinion. Do research on this issue at non-activist websites. What can be done to alleviate the issue and enact positive social change? 

8. 
One of the clearest examples of social change in recent times is the shift towards non-smoking in our society. Research how this social change was accomplished. Who were the leaders os the movement? What influential media campaigns or PSAs had an impact? How do you think so much change was accomplished in such a short amount of time?  
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