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Internet Activities

Chapter 4: Socialization: Becoming Human and Humane
Internet Activities
1. Socialization is a process that begins at birth and continues throughout the rest of our lives. As we go through life we learn conform to particular roles. This process is referred to as socialization and it helps us to define who we are and how we are expected to behave in social situations. An important study conducted by Harry Harlow and his associates examined the importance of social interaction in this socialization process. Go to The Experiment for a brief summary of the study. After reviewing and analyzing this experiment, answer the following questions: 

a. How did the “motherless mothers” treat their own offspring? 

b. If one of our parents does not socialize us for some reason, do you think we can we learn to be “a mother” or “a father” through other means? If so, how? If not, what are the social consequences?
2. 
Go to the website of a popular magazine that targets a specific demographic (Glamour, Seventeen, Maxim, etc). Go through the website and note the images, articles and advertisements. What does this magazine say about how this particular demographic should live in our society? 
3. 
A number of fields (psychology, work and occupations, etc.) use personality inventories to learn more about other people. Take the personality inventory at
http://www.humanmetrics.com/cgi-win/JTypes1.htm and read through your results. Answer the following questions:
a. What most surprised you from the inventory? Why?

b. What least surprised you from the inventory? Why?

c. Based upon the findings, what agents of socialization do you think most impacted your personality?

d. Based upon the findings, do you think your personality was shaped the most by biology or socialization? Why do you feel this way?
4. The Internet is changing the way we interact and socialize. The Pew Internet and

      American Life project has undertaken a continuing series of studies of many aspects

      of the Internet's effects. Read through the at least one of the reports on Communities

      at http://www.pewinternet.org/topics/Communities.aspx or Identity
      http://www.pewinternet.org/topics/Identity.aspx?typeFilter=5 dealing with teens and

      social networking sites. Then, if you are not a member of an internet community or

      social networking site, join one and participate for a period of time. Suggested sites

      include MySpace, Facebook, or Yahoo Groups. Consider the following:
a. What is your experience of using the internet to socialize with others?
b. How did you learn to be a member of an internet community?
c. What rules for interaction (written or implied) exist within that community?
d. What sanctions are imposed upon those who do not follow the rules of an internet community? 
5. 
Resocialization. Review the examples in your text of organizations or agencies that resocialize people. Choose one (or another one that would be appropriate) and search for information about the organization/agency. What examples of resocialization can you find? Look for their mottos, text on websites, activities they offer, etc.  

6. Find a website catered to child learning. Make a list of the values and norms they are socializing young adults into? Describe your evidence in a paragraph. Some possible places to search include: 
Google 
The Internet Public Library
Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia
Google Scholar 
Your college online library database
7. Visit this website that discusses childhood socialization:
http://www.earlychildhoodnews.com/earlychildhood/article_view.aspx?ArticleID=553
a. From your text, how do sociologists describe the development of the self?
b. Why would it be important for educators to understand the sociological viewpoint regarding the development of the “self?”

c. What role does schooling play in childhood socialization?

i. Other than teaching kids the fundamentals (reading and writing), what else do kids “learn” in school?
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