Chapter Ten Web Resources and Exercises
Creative Lesson Design

1. Conduct an Internet search of lesson plan sites to find two lesson plans – one that uses a traditional, teacher-centered direct instruction approach and one that develops children’s creative or critical thinking skills. A new site you might not have discovered yet is http://kate.murraystate.edu/tick/.

2. Briefly describe the creative/critical thinking plan. What elements of that lesson design support the development of students’ creative and critical thinking skills?

3. Briefly describe the more traditional teacher lesson plan. How could you redesign that lesson to enhance students’ creative or critical thinking skills?

4. Be ready to share the plans and your observations with classmates on the designated date.

Tech Tools
What types of multimedia tools can you use to develop students’ thinking skills and creativity? Go to http://kate.murraystate.edu/pdresources/7/. Explore three of these free multimedia tools. How could you use them with your future students? Be ready to share your favorite new tech tool.
Mind Games

One motivational way to develop students’ thinking skills is through the use of electronic games. Teachers need to carefully select thinking games that align with the academic content and state learning outcomes. Be sure the games are not used as an electronic recess!
1. Start by exploring this site: http://www.alfy.com/games/mind/ . Which of these games could you use with your future students?

2. Type “mind games” or “thinking games” into an Internet search engine. Find two additional games you could use with your future students. Be ready to share these games with the whole class. 
Deductive or Inductive?
1. What is the difference between inductive and deductive thinking? Go to this site to find out:  http://www.sjsu.edu/depts/itl/graphics/induc/ind-ded.html. Participate in the various online exercises. How did you do? 
2. Based upon these activities, define deductive and inductive thinking in your own words. Provide three examples of how you could develop students’ deductive and inductive thinking skills in your future classroom.

Sensational Sites
Browse the sites below to discover more ways you can become an effective educator.  Make a list of 5 ways teachers can develop students’ creativity and critical thinking skills. Be ready to share.
· Thinking (http://www.teachingexpertise.com/articles/fostering-young-childrens-thinking-skills-3193): This site focuses on teaching young children thinking skills.

· Critical Thinking (http://academic.udayton.edu/legaled/CTSkills/CTSkills01.htm): This site examines the literature related to critical thinking and teaching critical thinking skills.

· Critical Thinking (http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=4&n=3): Offers strategies for teaching critical thinking.

· Teaching for Creativity (http://www.cdl.org/resource-library/articles/teaching_creativity.php): This site describes 24 tips for enhancing students’ creativity.
· Deductive versus Inductive Reasoning (http://www.nakedscience.org/mrg/Deductive%20and%20Inductive%20Reasoning.htm) :
Describes the basic differences between the two forms of reasoning.

Looking Into K-8 Classrooms
Access the K-8 classroom videos located on the student website (www.sagepub.com/mooreteachingk8) for this chapter. Please watch and reflect upon one Classroom Connection and one Chalk Talk video to learn more about the strategies and topics presented in this chapter. The Classroom Connections are videos of master K-8 teachers in action. The Chalk Talk videos are interviews with master K-8 teachers.

Classroom Connections Points to Ponder

1. Does the teacher do an adequate job of engaging students?  Why or why not?

2. What personal qualities and professional skills make this teacher effective?

3. Is the teacher an effective classroom manager?  What observation led to your conclusion?

4. Does the teacher appear to be an effective planner?  What observations led to this conclusion?

5. Give a reflective analysis of the teaching session.

Chalk Talk Points to Ponder:

1. What was the major point made by the interviewed teacher?

2. How will the information shared by the teacher help you at the grade level you expect to teach?

3. Did this interview add to your professional growth as a teacher?  Why or why not?

