Chapter Six Web Resources and Exercises
Rubrics

 The following Web sites provide examples of rubrics in different subjects and grades.

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/ 

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/assess.html 

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/ 

Analyze the rubric examples relative to their quality. What makes the good ones good and the bad ones bad? Find or create a rubric that you might be able to use to assess a performance task in your future classroom.
Electronic Grade Books

Compare the electronic grade books found at these sites:

· http://www.techlearning.com/story/showArticle.php?articleID=15202081 
· http://www.electronic-school.com/2001/03/0301poweruser.html
Which grade book format would best meet your future needs? Discuss your selection and rationale with classmates.

Computerized Assessment
How can you use computers to evaluate your students’ academic efforts? Search the Internet to discover ways to use computers in classroom assessment. How can you use a computer for classroom assessment in your future classroom? Share your findings with your class.

Report Cards

1. With your instructor’s permission, gather samples of local districts’ K-8 report cards.

2. Access additional sample report cards at these sites:

http://intranet.cps.k12.il.us/Standards/Student_Report_Cards/2002_Report_Card_Sample.pdf, http://www.rediker.com/Reports/Samples/ReportCards/RC-graphics-12.html, http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/aaps.forparents/k-5_sample_report_cards, http://www.rediker.com/Reports/Samples/Reportcards/RC-Tri-Valley.html http://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edlibrary/public/teachlearn/student/secondarytmp-2.pdf. 
3. Compare and contrast the various report card options. Which forms would you be comfortable using in your future career? Share your thoughts with your classmates

Power of Preassessments

Go to www.pps.k12.or.us/files/tag/Pre_Assessments.doc to access Carol Ann Tomlinson’s ideas for types of quality preassessments. Which of these preassessments have you experienced? Are there additional preassessments that aren’t mentioned? Which preassessments could be used as formative or summative assessments as well? Which preassessments do you plan to use in your future classroom?  
Assessment for Learning

Traditionally, teachers have used assessment of learning to assess how much students have learned during a unit of instruction. Rick Stiggins advocates the assessment for learning approach instead. He suggests teachers use plentiful assessments to adjust their instructional efforts to promote student learning. Let’s learn more about this initiative!
1. Read the article From Formative Assessment to Assessment FOR Learning: A Path to Success in Standards-Based Schools by Rick Stiggins. This article may be accessed at (http://www.artfulassessment.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/fromformativeassessment.pdf).  

2. Access a Stiggins interview at http://www.learningforward.org/news/jsd/stiggins202.cfm. With a partner, read the interview aloud.

3. List three key ideas from the article, two points you found confusing or intriguing, and one way you can use this information in your future classroom. Be ready to share.

Sensational Sites
Browse the sites below to discover more ways you can become an effective educator.  Make a list of 5 tips for effective assessment. Be ready to share.
· Formative Assessment (http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3750083): Introduces the purposes and procedures for using formative assessments in the classroom.

· Standardized Tests (http://www.standardizedtesting.net): Information about standardized testing and the problems associated with them.
· General Assessment Information (http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/assess.html): Practical assessment, portfolio, graphic organizer, and rubric information and examples for numerous subjects.

· Performance Assessment in the Classroom (http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=6&n=2): Guidelines for developing and using performance assessment.  
· How to Create and Use Preassessments (http://www.fcpsteach.org/docs/pre-assessment.pdf): Describes advantages and disadvantages and provides multiple examples of preassessments.

Looking Into K-8 Classrooms
Access the K-8 classroom videos located on the student website (www.sagepub.com/mooreteachingk8) for this chapter. Please watch and reflect upon one Classroom Connection and one Chalk Talk video to learn more about the strategies and topics presented in this chapter. The Classroom Connections are videos of master K-8 teachers in action. The Chalk Talk videos are interviews with master K-8 teachers.

Classroom Connections Points to Ponder

1. Does the teacher do an adequate job of engaging students?  Why or why not?

2. What personal qualities and professional skills make this teacher effective?

3. Is the teacher an effective classroom manager?  What observation led to your conclusion?

4. Does the teacher appear to be an effective planner?  What observations led to this conclusion?

5. Give a reflective analysis of the teaching session.

Chalk Talk Points to Ponder:

1. What was the major point made by the interviewed teacher?

2. How will the information shared by the teacher help you at the grade level you expect to teach?

3. Did this interview add to your professional growth as a teacher?  Why or why not?

