Chapter Four Web Resources and Exercises
E-Interviews

Ask for permission to conduct an e-mail interview with master teachers in your area. Work with some classmates to cooperatively create 3-5 interview questions. Questions might include: How do they write objectives? Do they plan solo or with a team? How do they address all three domains? Do they use the backward design model? Remember, this is a formal communication, not a text message, so please use professional wording. When you e-mail the teachers don’t forget to CC your instructor. Be ready to share your virtual conversations in class.

High Tech Goals
1. Obtain a set of technology goals for the grade level you expect to teach.  How would you meet these goals?  What types of technology could you use to help your students learn? Be ready to share. 

2. Teachers use technology for lesson planning and administrative duties. What software programs are available to facilitate their efforts?
What’s New?
1. Divide a piece of paper horizontally in half. Label the top half “KNEW” and the bottom half “NEW.”

2. Access these sites: Browse the links related to learning objectives and lesson planning on these sites: www.adprima.com/examples.htm and http://adprima.com/usermenu.htm. Note three things you already knew and three things that are new. Be ready to share. 

A Closer Look

Find an instructional unit online for a grade level and subject you plan to teach one day. Analyze the objectives. Are they well written? Do the objectives represent all three domains?  How could they be improved?

State Standards

Access the state department Web site for the state in which you plan to teach. Download the state standards, competencies, outcome, skills, or benchmarks for the grade level and content area you plan to teach. Compare your state standards, competencies, outcomes, skills, or benchmarks with those of two other states. Are they generally the same? If they are different, why do you suppose there are differences? Compare your findings and reflections with classmates.

Computers in the Classroom

Browse the World Wide Web to locate examples of K–8 uses of computers in the classroom. What types of activities are the most common? How do these activities facilitate teachers’ planning/presentation efforts and students’ learning? Be ready to share.

Sensational Sites
Browse the sites below to discover more ways you can become an effective educator.  Make a list of 5 tips for effective planning or lesson design. Be ready to share.

· Yahoo! K-12 Lesson Plans (http://dir.yahoo.com/education/K_12/Teaching/Lesson_Plans): Links to resource web sites that will assist teachers with planning instruction.

· Reading Rockets (http://www.readingrockets.org/articles/311): Ideas on using classroom space and changing the use of space based on your instructional objectives.

· Common Core State Standards Initiative (http://www.corestandards.org/): Describes the national movement to create a common set of nation-wide standards. Links to the recently adopted mathematics and English language arts standards.
· Team Teaching (http://teaching.polyu.edu.hk/datafiles/R27.html): Explores the purposes, advantages, and procedures for team teaching.
· NEA Team Teaching http://www.nea.org/tools/13413.htm): Article examines the history, advantages, and procedures for team teaching at the middle school level.
Looking Into K-8 Classrooms
Access the K-8 classroom videos located on the student website (www.sagepub.com/mooreteachingk8) for this chapter. Please watch and reflect upon one Classroom Connection and one Chalk Talk video to learn more about the strategies and topics presented in this chapter. The Classroom Connections are videos of master K-8 teachers in action. The Chalk Talk videos are interviews with master K-8 teachers.

Classroom Connections Points to Ponder

1. Does the teacher do an adequate job of engaging students?  Why or why not?

2. What personal qualities and professional skills make this teacher effective?

3. Is the teacher an effective classroom manager?  What observation led to your conclusion?

4. Does the teacher appear to be an effective planner?  What observations led to this conclusion?

5. Give a reflective analysis of the teaching session.

Chalk Talk Points to Ponder:

1. What was the major point made by the interviewed teacher?

2. How will the information shared by the teacher help you at the grade level you expect to teach?

3. Did this interview add to your professional growth as a teacher?  Why or why not?

