Chapter Two Web Resources and Exercises
Communicating With Parents
Research suggests that it is important to have strong family communication with the school. Access and analyze these Internet sites for ways to improve home-school communication. Share your findings with the class. 

· www.ncpie.org/Resources/
· www.tools.cityu.edu.hk/news/newslett/parents.htm
· http://www.ehow.com/how_6614816_make-classroom-newsletter.html
· http://www.teaching-tools.com/parents-teachers/communicating_parents.php
· http://www.nncc.org/Families/com.parent.html
· http://www.suite101.com/content/communicating-with-parents-a13414
Multiple Intelligences
How can teachers ensure all their students’ intelligences are being tapped?  Identify a topic you plan to teach one day. Develop a web or table identifying ways you could address all of the multiple intelligences while teaching that topic. See www.teachervision.fen.com/intelligence/teaching-methods/2204. html?detoured=1 for ideas.
Assistive Technology
Assistive technology is technology used by people with disabilities to perform tasks they might not be able to perform otherwise. Classroom teachers also provide assistive technology such as wheelchairs, software, and hardware to help students with disabilities. What kinds of assistive technology are available for individuals with disabilities? Conduct an Internet search to learn more about assistive technology. You might want to begin with this site: http://www.washington.edu/accessit/articles?110. Be ready to share.
Sensational Sites

Browse the sites below to discover more ways you can address the needs of an increasingly diverse student population.  Make a list of 5 things you’ll need to keep in mind. Be ready to share.

· English Language Learners (http://educationnorthwest.org/webfm_send/217): Explores all of the areas that need to be considered when working with children whose native language is not English.
· Special Education (http://seriweb.com): Provides numerous links to special education resources.

· Multicultural Lessons http://www.awesomelibrary.org/Library/Materials_Search/Lesson_Plans/Multicultural.html) Provides links to numerous multicultural lesson plans and activities.

· Working with Parents (http://www.ed.gov/pubs/PFIE/families.html): Provides information on steps parents can take to improve their children’s education.

· Gifted Education (http://www.gtworld.org): Web site for individuals who work with gifted and talented students.

Looking Into K-8 Classrooms

Access the K-8 classroom videos located on the student website (www.sagepub.com/mooreteachingk8) for this chapter. Please watch and reflect upon one Classroom Connection and one Chalk Talk video to learn more about the strategies and topics presented in this chapter. The Classroom Connections are videos of master K-8 teachers in action. The Chalk Talk videos are interviews with master K-8 teachers.

Classroom Connections Points to Ponder

1. Does the teacher do an adequate job of engaging students?  Why or why not?

2. What personal qualities and professional skills make this teacher effective?

3. Is the teacher an effective classroom manager?  What observation led to your conclusion?

4. Does the teacher appear to be an effective planner?  What observations led to this conclusion?

5. Give a reflective analysis of the teaching session.

Chalk Talk Points to Ponder:

1. What was the major point made by the interviewed teacher?

2. How will the information shared by the teacher help you at the grade level you expect to teach?

3. Did this interview add to your professional growth as a teacher?  Why or why not?

