Chapter One Web Resources and Exercises
Academic Expectations  
Access this site: http://www.academicbenchmarks.com/search/index.epl. Analyze the educational standards for your state and for the grade level you prefer to teach. How are they useful for improving teaching planning and student learning? How will the standards lead to higher student achievement?   Which standard do you believe is the most important?  Why?  

Tech Talk 
The International Society for Technology in Education is an organization devoted to helping educators have a voice in providing technology resources and opportunities in all schools. Visit the ISTE site at http://www.iste.org/. List FIVE things you discovered about ISTE’s vision and policies. 
The World Wide Web
The World Wide Web offers educators unlimited resources for increasing their effectiveness in the elementary and/or middle school classroom. Examine the following Web sites for elementary and/or middle school educators. How could these resources contribute to your effectiveness as an elementary or middle school teacher?

· Lesson Planet (http://www.lessonplanet.com/?fromgoogle=CbAG1phraselesson_plans)

· Track Star (http://trackstar.4teachers.org/trackstar/index.jsp)
· A to Z Teacher Stuff (http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/) 

Teaching as a Profession 

To develop your pedagogical proficiency, you need to become an active member of a professional educational organization. Search the home page of one or more of the professional organizations listed below. What are their goals? Describe a few of their activities. Can college students become members? 

· National Council of Teachers of English (www.ncte.org)

· International Reading Association (www.reading.org)

· National Science Teachers association (www.nsta.org)

· National Council for the Social Studies (www.ncss.org)

· National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (www.nctm.org)

· National Middle School Association (www.nmsa.org)

· Council of Exceptional Children (www.cec.sped.org)

· National Association for the Education of Young Children (www.naeyc.org)

· Association for Childhood Education International (www.acei.org)

· American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (www.actfl.org)

· American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (www.aahperd.org)

·  Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (www.tesol.org)

· Phi Delta Kappa (www.pdkintl.org/kappan/kappan.htm)

· National Association of Gifted Children (www.nagc.org)
Sensational Sites
Browse the sites below to discover more ways you can become an effective educator.  Make a list of 5 key points. Be ready to share.

· National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (http://www.nbpts.org): This website provides information about the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS).

· Certification (http://www.uky.edu/education/tep/usadcert.html): Link to certification requirements for the 50 states as well as reciprocity information.

· Education Statistics (http://nces.ed.gov):Provides assessment information, facts, and data tools. 

· Alternate Certification (http://www.teach-now.org): Links to state alternate certification information and available state alternate certification programs.

· Education Statistics (http://nces.ed.gov): Provides assessment information, facts, and data tools. 
Looking Into K-8 Classrooms
Access the K-8 classroom videos located on the student website (www.sagepub.com/mooreteachingk8) for this chapter. Please watch and reflect upon one Classroom Connection and one Chalk Talk video to learn more about the strategies and topics presented in this chapter. The Classroom Connections are videos of master K-8 teachers in action. The Chalk Talk videos are interviews with master K-8 teachers.

Classroom Connections Points to Ponder

1. Does the teacher do an adequate job of engaging students?  Why or why not?

2. What personal qualities and professional skills make this teacher effective?

3. Is the teacher an effective classroom manager?  What observation led to your conclusion?

4. Does the teacher appear to be an effective planner?  What observations led to this conclusion?

5. Give a reflective analysis of the teaching session.

Chalk Talk Points to Ponder:

1. What was the major point made by the interviewed teacher?

2. How will the information shared by the teacher help you at the grade level you expect to teach?

3. Did this interview add to your professional growth as a teacher?  Why or why not?

